
RSC IMAGE SUPPLY 
AND LICENSING GUIDE

The RSC has an extensive performance archive dating back to 1879. Our archive is held at the 
Shakespeare Birthplace Trust and is based in Stratford-upon-Avon. If you would like to use our 
images personally, academically or commercially, please use the information on this form.

IMAGE SUPPLY
We supply digital images for a fixed fee of £5.50 
each, whether requested low-resolution or high-
resolution. There is also a charge for image 
licensing, see information on image licensing, 
opposite, for details. 

To request a digital image please complete and return 
an ‘RSC Digital Image Order Form’, which you can 
download on our website www.rsc.org.uk/image-licensing 
pick up in the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust Reading 
Room or obtain by emailing images@rsc.org.uk. 

To enable us to process your order promptly, please 
ensure you provide us with the following information 
on the form:

1. The name of the production or the  
person/place/event you are looking for

2. The relevant year

3. How the image will be used: for personal use  
or private study or other use. If it is for 
commercial or other use, please specify the 
context in which the image/s will appear,  
and as much information as you can about the 
publication/site/programme/usage

Image research
If you wish to order digital images, but do not  
know if we hold the material, please note that  
the RSC performance database is available online, 
here, for remote research:  
www.calmview.eu/shakespearebirthplacetrust/CalmView/ 

You can also visit the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust’s 
Library and Archive in Stratford-upon-Avon, to 
undertake research in person. For more information 
visit: www.shakespeare.org.uk/collections 

We will do our best to assist your enquiry, but 
please note the RSC is unable to undertake 
significant image research, unless previously agreed.

IMAGE LICENSING
The RSC is able to authorise use of RSC images in 
which we hold copyright. Our scale of fees is based 
on the uses outlined overleaf. If your use is not 
listed, please email to clarify our fee structure.

Please note:

1. All fees are for one-time non-exclusive  
use only 

2. Fees are in pounds sterling, per image.  
VAT at 20% will be charged, where applicable,  
in addition to these fees 

3. All images require an appropriate credit line 
to be included, unless otherwise specified. 
Discount rates apply to bulk orders –  
see over for details

Private use/personal study
The RSC defines personal use and private study as:

1. Reference use for academic study

2. Pictorial reference in unpublished academic 
essays, dissertations or theses

3. Visual representation in a classroom or for an 
educational activity (this does not include use 
online, in locked educational platforms, or any 
published/distributed educational resource)

4. Private use at home (private use does not 
include creation of gift materials much as mugs, 
t-shirts etc.)

If you are using images for any of the above, 
licensing fees need not apply. Image supply fees will 
still be applicable.

Timescales
Where possible we will endeavour to supply digital 
images within a 14 day period, but for larger or more 
complex orders, this may take longer. If you have a 
specific timeframe, please make this known when 
requesting your image/s.For use of images or materials owned by the 

Shakespeare Birthplace Trust, please contact 
images.scla@shakespeare.org.uk

Royal Shakespeare Company
Royal Shakespeare Theatre

Waterside
Stratford-upon-Avon

Warwickshire CV37 6BB
www.rsc.org.uk



LICENSING FEES
(all prices are per image)

BOOKS; NEWSPAPERS; MAGAZINES; JOURNALS; TEXTBOOKS
(all uses include electronic usage for publications of the same title/edition/article)

Rights required Up to full page Front cover

1 country (or EU), 1 language £100 £150 

World, 1 language £125 £200 

World, more than 1 language £175 £300 

TELEVISION; BROADCAST; FILM

Flash Broadcast (up to 10 seconds) 1 country (or EU) World

One programme, multiple transmissions, multiple platforms £100 £250 

WEBSITES AND APPS

Rights Commercial use
Editorial use  
(non-commercial)

Up to 7 years (72 dpi image) £100 £50 

EXHIBITIONS; DISPLAY
Fees available on application. 

Discount Rates
ll When using 3 images in one media, a discount of 10% will apply to your order.

ll When using 5 or more images in one media, a discount of 20% will apply to your order.

ll For use in non-commercial or education publications, discounts may apply. Please email us with your usage 
requirements and we can advise you of costs. 

ll For print publications with a print run of less than 1,000 copies, a 50% discount will apply to your order. 

Restrictions on supply and licensing
The RSC’s archive is subject to legal restrictions such as intellectual property rights, copyright law and, 
where applicable, model release. Where such restrictions apply, we will inform you on application.

All RSC images are supplied and licensed in accordance with the RSC’s standard copyright agreement terms and 
conditions.  

If you have any queries regarding RSC image supply and licensing, please contact: images@rsc.org.uk 

Press images
If you are a member of the media and require images of our current shows, people, theatres, events or 
exhibitions, please register for our press images service here: www.rsc.org.uk/press-images/


