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'Rehearsal approaches are 
an impressive toolkit to 

develop understanding and 
comprehension…providing 
an emotional connection…

and ensuring motivation 
and enjoyment.'

Primary Teacher, Hull

RSC CERTIFICATE IN TEACHING SHAKESPEARE STARTING IN NOVEMBER 2017
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE
WITH SHAKESPEARE

We know that our work with teachers and school communities can have a profound impact on the life 
chances of young people. The RSC’s approach to Shakespeare can set a standard for the culture of teaching 
and learning in all schools. Read about our evidence base at www.rsc.org.uk/education/research 

We want children and young 
people to have vivid, accessible 
and joyful experiences of 
Shakespeare’s plays. Through 
our work we are privileged to 
see young people of all ages 
claim Shakespeare’s work as their 
birthright; something that is theirs 
to own. It’s thrilling to witness 
children as young as four viewing 
Shakespeare’s work as something 
to love as opposed to something 
to fear.

We share a vision for education 
with our partner schools, teachers 
and young people in which access 
to Shakespeare’s work and the 
arts plays a central part. Incredible 
changes can happen to students, 
schools and communities when 
we share in the inheritance of 
Shakespeare’s work. Here are some 
ways that we can do that together.

FOR INDIVIDUAL TEACHERS OR 
HEADS OF DEPARTMENT: TEACHER 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
AND LEARNING 

In this edition, we launch our 
new certificated professional 
development programme. 
What’s special for us is that for 
the first time individual teachers 
will be able to grow and develop 
their relationship and practice 
with us. Whether you are a 
primary, secondary or special 
school teacher we hope that you 
will start your journey with us, 
bringing our rehearsal room 
approaches into your classroom. 

FOR SCHOOLS LEADERS: 
ASSOCIATE SCHOOLS PROGRAMME

If you’re a senior leader in a 
school, you might want to consider 
a longer-term relationship with us. 
Through our partnerships 
with schools we see remarkable 
transformations. Reception age 
children talking excitedly about 
King Lear and the problem of a 
divided kingdom; teenagers 
commanding the stage of the 
Royal Shakespeare Theatre; 
teachers, who didn’t think this 
way of working was for them, 
becoming its strongest advocates; 
schools up and down the country 
embracing a whole new 
approach to engaging their 
students with Shakespeare. If that 
sounds like a vision you want to 
be part of, please contact us 
associateschools@rsc.org.uk 

FOR YOUNG PEOPLE AND TEACHERS

We hope you enjoy our new 
series of films called The Text 
Detectives. Aimed at 11-18 year 
olds, we set out to demystify 
some of the terms and writing 
techniques that Shakespeare uses 
but which can feel daunting for a 
young person. We will be growing 
this programme of work over the 
coming years and it has been 
developed in consultation with 
young people and teachers. 

Jacqui O’Hanlon
Director of Education

The FREE Text Detective film 
series shares some of the ways 
we do this in rehearsal rooms at 
the RSC and includes:

• Definition Films, explaining
 some of the key terms we use
 a lot when exploring
 Shakespeare, such as ‘Iambic
 Pentameter’ and ‘Antithesis’.

• Key Scene Films, looking at
 how key scenes in some of
 Shakespeare’s plays can be
 interpreted differently and
 drawing out meaning
 through play.

• Decoding Films, exploring some
 of the clues that our Actors look
 for when approaching a text
 for the first time, whether it’s a
 soliloquy or a larger scene.

Following changes to the 
curriculum, The Text Detectives is 
particularly useful for GCSE 
students preparing to analyse 
unseen extracts and each of these 
films shares different ways of 
approaching Shakespeare’s text.

Featuring advice from RSC 
Practitioners, Actors and Directors 
and including Paapa Essiedu, 
Simon Russell Beale and the 
Company of The Tempest and 
Hamlet, The Text Detectives is an 
excellent resource for your students 
to use for independent study, 
skill building and exam preparation. 
In the new academic year, material 
on Julius Caesar and Antony & 
Cleopatra will also be available.

TOP LEARNING TIP: 
THE POWER OF 
COMMON BELIEFS.
When students understand that 
many people in a Shakespearean 
English audience believed that 
fairies could be spiteful, that witches 
existed, that ghosts could be the 
devil in disguise and that 
Midsummer’s Eve was potentially 
a dangerous time of year when 
a portal opened up between the 
human and fairy world, their work 
on Macbeth, Hamlet and 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
can take on a new meaning. 
Our challenge is bringing 
Shakespeare’s work alive in such 
a way that it has the same powerful 
impact on audiences now as it did 
400 years ago. How can you do 
that? What would have the same 
resonance today?

A NEW SERIES OF FILM RESOURCES 
FOR 11-18 YEAR OLDS

WWW.RSC.ORG.UK/TEXTDETECTIVES 

Shakespeare can be a challenge for learners of all 
ages, particularly when they are faced with unseen 
extracts or new texts. This is a challenge our  
Creative Teams face every day at the RSC.  
The clues are all there in the language but they 
have to be pieced together bit by bit, meaning that 
both students and performers alike have to work 
like detectives to help understand the bigger picture 
behind a scene or character.
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Are you a UK school? Bring the excitement of an RSC performance directly into your classroom, 
talk to the Cast and Creative Team, watch live interviews and interval films to unpack the play. 

All broadcasts are supported by our pre-broadcast teacher packs.

FREE SCHOOLS' 
BROADCASTS

‘IT WAS A MAGICAL PLAY THAT TOOK ADVANTAGE OF NEW 
TECHNOLOGY TO ENHANCE THE VISUAL EXCITEMENT. 
IT WAS AN EXPERIENCE NONE OF US WILL FORGET.’

PRIMARY SCHOOL STUDENT, MOUNTS BAY ACADEMY, ON THE TEMPEST

Schools’ Broadcasts are generously supported by Virgin Media as part of its commitment to make good things happen using digital technology

REGISTRATION OPENS AT THE START OF JUNE. REGISTER AT: WWW.RSC.ORG.UK/EDUCATION/SCHOOLS-BROADCASTS

JULIUS CAESAR
THURSDAY 16 NOVEMBER 2017

TITLE TBC
THURSDAY 26 APRIL 2018

TWELFTH NIGHT 
THURSDAY 8 MARCH 2018

FROM THE 
TWITTERSPHERE
WHAT YOU HAD TO SAY DURING OUR LAST LIVE BROADCAST OF THE TEMPEST!
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RSC NEXT GENERATION

The programme has three strands:

• ACT: Up to 24 talented youngsters aged 13-18 will join 
 RSC Next Generation to hone and develop their skills 
 as Actors.

• DIRECT: This strand is for young people aged 18+ who 
 demonstrate the creative leadership and directing skills  
 needed to take a play from page to stage.

• BACKSTAGE: Each year 40-50 students aged 13-18 are 
 given a ‘Backstage Pass’ to discover what goes on behind 
 the scenes to bring each production to life.

Participants in the programme will be recruited from the 
thousands of young people who attend (or have attended) 
our 500+ associate and partner schools nationwide, 
in communities that are under-represented in the 
cultural industries.

WANT TO GET YOUR STUDENTS MORE 
ENGAGED WITH LIVE THEATRE?
The RSC Key is a free membership scheme for 
16–25 year olds that encourages young people 
to engage with the RSC, and develop an 
independent connection with live theatre.

• With access to BP £5 tickets, members can 
 watch any of our shows in Stratford-upon-Avon 
 and selected shows in London for only a fiver.

• We hold regular events where members get 
 the opportunity to meet and have a Q&A with 
 Directors and Actors.

• Members get discounts off play scripts in our shop.

The RSC Key is an exclusive and accessible scheme 
and a great way to experience theatre whether 
you’re an avid theatre goer or you’ve never seen a 
show in your life. It’s the perfect way to encourage 
your students to turn independent theatre going into 
a lifelong habit.

Find out more: www.rsc.org.uk/key
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As part of our Associate Schools programme 
we have also launched RSC Next Generation, 
a unique talent development programme 
that gives exceptionally talented young 
people from low income backgrounds the 
opportunity to develop skills in theatre practice. 

BP £5 tickets for  
16-25 year olds
Supported by BP

OUR NEW ASSOCIATE 
SCHOOLS PROGRAMME 

The Associate Schools programme is our new 
national partnership project with schools and 
theatres. It supports schools to lead and inspire 
each other through thrilling experiences of 
Shakespeare’s work. Here is a case study from 
one school in Middlesbrough about how they 
use their partnership with the RSC to develop an 
ambitious culture of learning across the school.

 “We’re going to meet Mrs 
Blyth…we’re going to have a 
battle…we’re in Scotland!”
 
This was the enthusiastic greeting 
that met Mrs Jefferies, Head Teacher 
at Archibald Primary School one 
Monday morning as a group of 
Year 5 pupils hurriedly made their 
way to the hall for their lesson with 
Mrs Blyth, Subject Lead for English.
 
Over the past four years Archibald 
Primary, located in central 
Middlesbrough, has worked 
in partnership with the RSC. 
Embedded across the curriculum 

and applied in every year group, 
use of RSC approaches and 
Shakespeare’s work has become 
the norm at the school. The positive 
impact of the work on pupils’ 
literacy skills has been consistent.

Over the past year the school 
has developed a structured project 
called In My Mind’s Eye to improve 
skills for less able writers in lower 
pathway classes from Years 3 to 
5. It is built on the understanding 
that by capturing a child’s 
imagination their interest and 
curiosity are stimulated, which can 
release vocabulary and create the 
need to write. The children produce 

one piece of writing every two to 
three weeks, stimulated by a 
session using RSC approaches. 
Each half term the children explore 
a different Shakespeare text.

On this particular morning, 
Year 5 join Mrs Blyth on a 
battlefield in Scotland (the main hall) 
to meet Macbeth. They explore the 
beginning of the play and enact 
the battle that takes place before 
the play starts. Later they use the 
actions from the battle to learn how 
to use conjunctives and fronted 
adverbials to form sentences, 
hitting the criteria set down in 
the national curriculum. The next 

morning they jot down ideas that 
have formed during the lesson. 
Tomorrow the class will be asked 
to write an account of the battle 
using full sentences.

Asked if using RSC approaches 
in the classroom has impacted 
on children’s literacy skills their 
teacher comments, “Everyone 
involved in the project has seen 
each child flourish as a writer 
who cares about their intended 
audience. They have made rapid 
progress and have a new found 
passion for writing.”  

The Associate Schools programme is supported by THE POLONSKY FOUNDATION and the ERNEST COOK TRUST

Photo by Rob Freeman
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NEW RSC CERTIFICATE IN
TEACHING SHAKESPEARE
STARTS IN NOVEMBER 2017

The three courses will offer you support and 
progression, whatever your start point:

Foundation course: If you’re new to teaching 
or new to using rehearsal-based approaches 
to teach Shakespeare then this course is for 
you. It will help you acquire the knowledge, 
confidence and skills to begin using 
RSC rehearsal-based approaches to bring to 
life Shakespeare’s plays in your classroom. 

Intermediate course: This course is designed to 
support those of you who are already familiar 
with rehearsal-based approaches in the 
Shakespeare classroom, but want to extend 
your repertoire and engage more fully in the 
evidence-base underpinning RSC approaches.

Certification course: This final course is 
aimed at those of you who have considerable 
experience of rehearsal-based approaches, 
but want a deep engagement with Shakespeare’s 
text, RSC approaches and the underpinning 
pedagogy. This course will also support you as 
a reflective practitioner, through the undertaking 
of a small piece of action research.

Foundation and intermediate courses will include: 

• Two immersive days of training at the RSC 
 in Stratford-upon-Avon

• A ticket to see a Shakespeare play in 
 the repertoire

• Time for implementation and reflection 
 in schools

• A final day covering further training and 
 reflection on how approaches worked 

• Lunch and refreshments on all training days

• A resource pack of activities to use in 
 the classroom 

• Access to experienced RSC 
 Practitioners/Artists

• The chance to network and build 
 relationships with fellow teachers

The certification course will include all of the 
above plus a small action research project. 
Full attendance, completion of the action 
research project, and the presentation of your 
findings, will lead to the award of the RSC 
teaching certificate. 

We are delighted to announce a 
new suite of courses for those of 
you keen to use rehearsal-based 
approaches to teach Shakespeare 
leading to RSC certification.
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BOOKING NOW OPEN FOR THE FOUNDATION COURSE 

The foundation course is open to any primary 
or secondary English or Drama teacher. 
No prior experience is needed. Places are 
limited, and we anticipate significant interest.

You can book by phoning the Education 
Box Office on 01789 403434. This line is 
answered by a specialist Education team 
from 8.30am-5pm, Monday to Friday during 
term time.

More dates for Intermediate and Certification 
courses to be released in September 2017. 
To register your interest or for more 
information email education@rsc.org.uk

PROGRAMME OF CPDL 
COURSES FOR 2017/18
“I have learnt how to effectively engage my students. 
To motivate, inspire and drive them to take ownership over 
Shakespeare, rather than being scared or apprehensive.” 
Secondary Teacher, Birmingham 

OUR COURSES IN STRATFORD
Booking is now open on the following courses:

TEACHING TWELFTH NIGHT AT KS2  
DATE: Wednesday 8 November 
COST: £115 Members/£130 Non-Members 
 excluding theatre ticket*

TEACHING TWELFTH NIGHT AT KS3/4 
DATE: Friday 10 November
COST: £115 Members/£130 Non-Members 
 excluding theatre ticket*

TEACHING THEATRE SKILLS 
DATE: Friday 17 – Saturday 18 November
COST: £260 Members/£275 Non-Members 
 including a ticket to see Twelfth Night

VOICE AND TEXT WORKSHOP 
DATE: Friday 1 – Saturday 2nd December
COST: £260 Members/£275 Non-Members 
 including a ticket to see A Christmas Carol
 *reduced priced tickets can be booked 
  at the same time as the course

OUTREACH COURSES – 
WHEREVER YOU ARE
We can deliver outreach days in your school, 
anywhere across the UK. To find out more, 
please email education@rsc.org.uk

MEMBERS NON-
MEMBERS

NUMBER 
OF DAYS TIMING THEATRE TICKET

Foundation £350 £400 3
Friday 3/Saturday 4 
November 2017; 
Friday 26 January 2018

Twelfth Night, 
Friday 3 November 
included in cost

Intermediate £350 £400 3
Friday/Saturday in 
March 2018; Friday 
in June/July 2018

Certification £400 £450 3.5 or 4 Autumn term 2018 

Please note that the courses are all non-accredited and do not lead to a formal qualification.
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WORKSHOPS, EVENTS AND ACTIVIT IES FOR STUDENTS

Ovid’s stories were written over 2,000 years ago and inspired some of Shakespeare’s best-loved plays. 
Romeo and Juliet, A Midsummer Night’s Dream and Twelfth Night all have Ovid’s tales woven throughout them.

THREE TALES FROM OVID – RETOLD BY AMBER HSU
These new plays for 7-11 year olds will 
introduce young audiences to a special 
selection of three of Ovid’s tales, adapted 
by Amber Hsu. The stories introduce a host 
of intriguing characters, including the real 
Pyramus and Thisbe (whom Shakespeare 
turned into Romeo and Juliet and who also 
feature in A Midsummer Night’s Dream) 
and a young boy called Phaeton who wants 
to drive his father's chariot – and take the sun 
around the earth with him too. 

These classic tales transport us into forgotten 
worlds and introduce us to characters that 
we will continue to meet throughout 
Shakespeare’s plays.

Join us for an unforgettable first encounter 
with Ovid.

DATES: Tues 10 and Thur 12 October 2017
TIMES: 10.30am & 1.30pm 
VENUE: Swan Theatre, Stratford-upon-Avon 
TICKETS: £10 for adults, £5 for children and 
 young people 

OVID PRODUCTION WORKSHOPS 
Directly linked to Three Tales from Ovid, 
these workshops will explore the stories 
and characters in Ovid’s tales as well as 
the Shakespeare plays they inspired. 

The workshops last two hours, a ticket for 
the production is also included in the price. 

DATES: Tues 10 and Thur 12 October 2017
TIMES: 10.30am – 12.30pm 
 and 1.30pm – 3.30pm
VENUE: The Clore Learning Centre, 
 Stratford-upon-Avon
COST: £10 per student (includes show ticket)

OVID DISCOVERY DAYS
Taking place during the weeks commencing 
9 and 16 October (excluding Tues 10 and 
Thur 12 October), these days will introduce 
students to Amber Hsu’s retelling of Ovid’s 
tales. Students will create and stage extracts 
from Three Tales from Ovid, as well as 
exploring the Shakespeare plays these stories 
inspired. Students will have a chance to create 
their own tales using Ovid’s stories and 
Shakespeare’s plays as the inspiration.

VENUE: The Clore Learning Centre, 
 Stratford-upon-Avon

TIMES: 10am – 12pm, 1pm – 3pm or 
  4pm – 6pm for a Half Day Discovery Day

  10am – 3.30pm or 1pm – 6pm for a 
  Full Day Discovery Day.

COST: HALF DAY DISCOVERY DAY - MAX 30 STUDENTS
 RSC Education Member £187.50 
 Non-Member £200 
 Overseas groups £287.50 

 FULL DAY DISCOVERY DAY - MAX 30 STUDENTS
 RSC Education Member £325 
 Non-Member £350
 Overseas groups £450

STUDENT INSIGHT SESSIONS
In these interactive pre-show sessions students 
are invited to join members of the Acting 
Company and Creative Teams in the theatre 
to explore how the production was brought 
to life on stage.

IDEAL FOR: Key Stage 2 – 5
VENUE: Royal Shakespeare Theatre or 
 Swan Theatre
DATES: Thur 5 October 2017 – Coriolanus
 Thur 18 January 2018 – 
 A Christmas Carol 
 Thur 8 February 2018 – Twelfth Night
 Thur 22 February 2018 – Twelfth Night
TIME: Insight sessions take place from 
 10.15 – 11.15am.
COST: £3 per student (RSC Education Members) 
 £4 per student (Non-Members)

BESPOKE WORKSHOPS FOR STUDENTS IN 
STRATFORD-UPON-AVON
We offer full and half day practical workshops 
which explore the creative process behind 
current RSC productions or any Shakespeare 
play of your choice. 

Student workshops take place in The Clore 
Learning Centre, Stratford-upon-Avon.

HALF DAY WORKSHOP - MAX 30 STUDENTS
From 10am – 12noon, 1pm – 3pm 
or 4pm – 6pm. 
RSC Education Member £187.50 
Non-Member £200 
Overseas groups £287.50

FULL DAY WORKSHOP - MAX 30 STUDENTS
From 10am – 3.30pm or 1pm – 6pm. 
RSC Education Member £325
Non-Member £350
Overseas groups £450

FIND OUT MORE: WWW.RSC.ORG.UK/EDUCATION/EVENTS-AND-WORKSHOPS-FOR-STUDENTS

INTRODUCING OVID'S TALES SHAKESPEARE RELATED 
WORKSHOPS AND EVENTS

PRIMARY OPEN DAY: A CHRISTMAS CAROL
School groups will take part in practical 
workshops, tours of the building and sessions 
on the creative process. In the afternoon, 
children will see the matinee performance of 
A Christmas Carol, followed by a post-show 
talk with the Company.

IDEAL FOR: KS2
VENUE: Royal Shakespeare Theatre and  
 The Clore Learning Centre
DATE: Thursday 25 January 2018
TIME: 9am – 5pm
COST: £10 per student plus the cost of a 
 matinee ticket

SIXTH FORM CONFERENCE: TWELFTH NIGHT
Explore Twelfth Night in more depth with 
this event created especially for AS and 
A Level students.

IDEAL FOR: KS5
VENUE: Royal Shakespeare Theatre and 
  The Clore Learning Centre
DATE: Monday 19 February 2018
TIME: 10am – 4pm
COST: £30 per student (RSC Education 
 Members), £35 per student  
 (Non-Members) including ticket to the 
 evening performance of Twelfth Night. 

THE PLAY'S THE THING
NEW EDUCATION OFFERS!
Bring your students to this incredible exhibition, 
discover rarely-seen treasures from our museum 
and archive: exquisite costumes, amazing 
model-boxes and weird and wonderful props. 
Get hands-on and celebrate the creativity 
behind the scenes.

• Director’s ‘desk’ – discover the inspiration 
 behind some of our most acclaimed shows

• Play Hamlet alongside Actor 
 Ewart James Walters, using state-of-the-art 
 gaming technology

• Magic Costume Mirror – try on virtual 
 costumes from our collection and send 
 yourself a photo

• Dress up in the dressing room and take part 
 in the Quick Change Challenge

• Discover some of the gory details of 
 theatre-making through the A - Z of 
 Shakespeare’s secrets and stories

• Create quick and fun versions of 
 Shakespeare's plays in The Story Generator

• Rarely-seen costumes and props from major 
 moments from our history

SCHOOL GROUPS 10+ AND STUDENTS IN FULL TIME 
EDUCATION (INDIVIDUALS)

For the exhibition only: £4.25 plus 1 free 
teacher’s ticket for every 10 students attending.

£15.50 for a performance ticket + entrance 
to the exhibition.

Valid Monday to Friday.

Downloadable Education packs are available 
to support your visit to The Play's the Thing.

HOW TO BOOK
Please call the Education Ticket Hotline on 01789 403434. This line is answered by a specialist Education team available from 8.30am-5pm, 

Monday to Friday during term time.

This exhibition is supported by
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HEARING FROM THE HEAD
WHY HEAD TEACHERS VALUE WORKING WITH THE RSC

I started my journey with the RSC only four years 
ago when I attended an inspirational training 
course on The Merry Wives of Windsor 
with Miles Tandy in Stratford-upon-Avon.  
I walked in a performing arts convert and a 
teacher who was, and still is, passionate about 
using drama in the class. I did not walk in a 
lover of Shakespeare or an evangelist on how it 
could be used within schools, I had never seen 
first-hand the impact it could have or why it 
should be used as a powerful tool for learning. 
That was all to change within a day and the 
blindfold truly came off.

I saw how the rehearsal room techniques 
allowed difficult text to literally lift off a page and 
therefore engage me to a level that I did not 
think was possible. For the first time I could see 
the relevance in the story and the words began 

to have a deep and powerful effect on me, I 
nearly laughed to a point of crying! I was further 
challenged in my understanding when I saw the 
huge impact that this could have on so many 
areas of the curriculum and I realised the 
potential of what this could become at our 
school, how had I missed this?!

And then the adventure truly began! We 
started working with the RSC on a regular basis 
and children attended training and workshops 
within school and at The Clore Learning Centre. 
We engaged with the school broadcasts and 
started to develop our knowledge of all the 
plays. We took the staff, children and parents to 
watch the productions live and we started the 
learning journey from reception age. We 
performed pieces from the plays and we truly 
made the experience immersive, creative and 

connected. We used the exceptional resources 
provided by the RSC and we dedicated 
ourselves to seeing if it really had an impact.

We planted the seed, watered it and allowed it 
to grow in the optimal conditions. What we 
have now is a forest! Children see the relevance 
and enjoy the work we do around Shakespeare. 
They have no fear of the text and love the stories 
and characters that they are introduced to.  
This week will see the RSC's First Encounters with 
Shakespeare's production of The Tempest 
performed in our school hall. Years 3 and 4 will 
then perform a version of The Tempest to the 
parents. All children will be watching the 
Schools' Broadcast while dressed as characters 
from the play and we will have a showcase day 
celebrating the excellent work that has been 
done this term. That’s impact!
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A new series of interviews in which head teachers talk about why they 
value Shakespeare and RSC approaches in their schools. First up, 
Leigh Wolmarans, Head Teacher at Lings Primary School, Northampton.

“We are such s tu f f  as dreams are made on.. . ”
 The Tempest, Act 4, Scene 1
 Leigh Wolmarans, Head Teacher, Lings Primary School, Northampton


