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1 - THEOPENING OF THEPLAY

What effectdoesthe opening of the play have on the audience?

WHATYOU NEED

B Some pieces of paper, or a notebook and something to write with.
B A copy of Act 1 Scene 1 of Hamlet, on the page or on screen to read.
B A computer with internet connection, ready to villiis page

ACTIVITY

B Visit the storyscene by scengpage on the RSC Learning Zonéere Read the summary of Act 1
Scene 1

B Imagine you are one of the guards on the night watch, standing on the battlements of Elsinore.
Write a list of what you might see around you. What can you see in the castle? Beyond the castle
walls? In the ight sky? Write a list of what you might be abte hear. The ghost has appeared for
the last two nights. How might you be feeling? Write those feelings down.

B Read Act 1 Scene 1, up to Marcellusd | ine, 00T

B Ask yourself: Whatlo you notice about the length of the lines? Whao you think is the most im-
portant character in the scene? What do you think is the atmosphere of the scene?

B Choose 10 words which you think are the most important words in this section.

B For each word, ch@se a way of saying that word and a strong gesture that could go with it. Say
the words out loud and make your gestures.

B Visit the stagingpage on the RSC Learningone and look at the images of the first appearance
of the Ghost. Write a list of what the images have in common.

B Ask yourself: Why do you think the Ghost has appeared to the guards? What are you interested
in now?What effect do youhink the opening ofthe play has on the audience?

EXTENSION

B Create a soundscape for the opening of the play.

B Look again at the lists of sights, sounds and feelings that you wrote as if you were one of the
guards.Use those lists as your starting point.

B Think of how youcan create the sounds. Include any soundsathmight go with the feelings that
you imagined, such as the beating of a heart. What sound will you use for the moments when the
ghost appears and disappears?

B Record all the sounds you will need to create therasphere.

B Include thel0 words that you chee, in the order that they come in the scrigRecord yourself
saying themas you think they should be said


https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone/hamlet/story/scene-by-scene
https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone/hamlet/staging/productions
https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone/hamlet/story/scene-by-scene

B Edittogetherwhat you have recorded, to create a soundscape with a beginninymax and end.



2 - THESTORY

What kind of journeydoesthis play take the audienceon?

WHATYOU NEED

B Some pieces of pper, or a notebook and something to write with.
B A computer with internet connection, ready to vitliis page.

ACTIVITY

B Read through the 10 plot points othis page. Write a list of any words that stand owlr interest
you, even if you dondét know what they mean.

B Read the plot points out loud as if you are a news reporter telling the people of Denmark. Which
words might you have to change to makié sound as if the events are happening live?

B On a piece of paper, write out your news report based on these plot points. Decide which bits of
information will be most interesting to your viewers and add any details you can find.

B Practice reading your nesvbulletin out loud. Which parts sound the most dramatic or etiamal?

B Ask yourself: Which bits of the plot are you most interested in already? Which characters do you
want to know more about?

EXTENSION

B Create your own storyboard of the plot for a comic book or graphic novel. You can make this as
big or as colourfd as you like.

B Start by choosing one plot point anchake a list of all the things that happen in it. Divide your
paper into squares or panels so that you have one for each thing on your list. Draw a picture
within each square until you have your story cpiate.

B You can do this with as many plot points asty like, even adding lines from the play in speech
bubbles or characters thoughts and reactions.


https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone/hamlet/story/plot
https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone/hamlet/story/plot

3 - THECHARACTERS

What kind of people live in the world of this play?

WHATYOU NEED

B Some pieces of paper, or a notebook angomething to write and draw with.
B A copy of Act 1 Scene 2 of Hamlet, on the page or on screen to read.
B A computer with internet connection, ready to visit thisge.

ACTIVITY

B Visit tWhepay¥lomotllesRSC Learning Zonesingthe linkabove
B Tear up some pieces of paper and use one scrap for each character. Write the character name
and key informdion for Hamlet on the first piece. Catinue until you have one piece for each
character.
M Group these characters into The Royal Family o
there any characters who do not fit into these groups? Place thdsaracters outside, as observers.
B Read the stage directions at the opening of Act 1 SceneS2veral of the main characters enter.
Which are not included? Place these characters as observers.
B Shakespeare includes 060t her sedofpapertdbetcoudiersStwee n e 2
to be guards and two to be servants. Make half of theskeacacters loyal to the old King, and half
loyal to the new King. Write this information on their pieces of paper.
B Now place Claudius in the middle, and rarrange dl the characters around him, according to
how close to him you think that character is. Biein mind the power relationships between the
characters If you can take a photo of these characters when you are happy with their positions.
B ReadthroughActl1&ene 2 up to Claudiusd | iexeptHan@o me aw
leaves the scene. As you read the scene, move your characters as if they are reacting to Clau-
dius. Remember to include the observers when appropriate.
B Take a photograph of where all th characters have ended up.
B Ask yourself: How have theelationships between characters changed during this section? What
has changed that might be dangerous for Denmark? Where did you place Hamlet by the end of
the section, and why?
B Note down what you hae found out during the activity.
B You can also returnd this activity later on and do the same thingooking at the last scene of
the play, compae the relationship we see iAct 1 Scene 2 with th@ne we see at the end of the
play. How has this changd?

EXTENSION


https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone/hamlet/character/whoswho
https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone/hamlet/character/whoswho

B Choose the character who you are most interested in now.

B Design a private room for your chosen character. Now you know more about thengjrtisocial
status, their relationships and what they are like, see if you can imagine how they wouad |

B If you feel very ambitious, you can build a model box of this room and make their personal pos-
sessions and clothes out of modelling clay or scrapma r i a | or paper. Dondt
character too and put them in it! Photograph or film youharacter in their room. How do they
behave in their own space?



4 - THEWORLDOF THEPLAY

Whydid ShakespearehooseElsinoreCastlein Denmarkas the
settingfor this play?

WHAT YOU NEED

B Some pieces of paper, or a notebook and something to write with.
B A computer with internet connection, ready to viliis page.
B Old newspapers, magazines OR mood board app such as Mural or Pinterest.

ACTIVITY

B Visit the photo gallery of Settings on the Shakespeare Learioge, here. What do these im-
agestell you about the world of the play? What is happening in Elsinore? What is it like? Write
down any words or images thatcometomind Look at the words youdve
B Create a mood board for the world of Elsinore, either digitally using app or as a collage, us-
ing your own drawings or old newspapers and magazines. A mood board can help a designer to
think about the oveall impression they want the audience to have of a place and can be a col-
lection of colours, textures, fabrics, stylesabthing, buildings, art work and anything else that
you see which inspires you. In your mood board, try to label the things you amtdlp you re-
member your thought process.
M Ask yourself: What did the worl d olfereBouldthenor e n
modern versions of this world be today?

EXTENSION

B Create your own Model Box for the world dlIsinore. Use drawings anood boards to start your
design so you are happy with it. Where will your audience sit? How will your actors enter and
exit? What scenery will you havef any?

B When your model box is finished, practice explaining how it worsah imaginary director ad
cast of actors. Where will some of the scenes take place in your mod&trere willthe ghost ap-
pear in the opening sceneésThe play which the visiting group of actors perform?

B An example of an RSC model box can be fournere.


https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone/hamlet/staging/setting
https://www.rsc.org.uk/the-merchant-of-venice/past-productions/rupert-goold-2011-production
https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone/hamlet/staging/setting

5 - THEBACKSTORY

How does Hamletrespondto the changesin hislife beforeand
as the play begins?

WHATYOU NEED

B A big piece of paper, a notebook and something to write with.
B A computer with internet connection, ready to viliis page.
B A copy of Act 1 Scene 2 from Hamlet, to read either on the page or onscreen.

ACTIVITY

B Visit the RSC Hamlet Schools Broadcast&@d A with theactors from our 2016 production of
the playhereandwat ch t he section titled 6-BROMNI et the s

B Before the play bgins, Hamlet was a student at Wittenberg Unigéy. He has come back to Elsi-
nore for his fatheré6s funer al

B Read Act 1 Scene 2, up to the stage direction,
things that you find out from the script which ateue. For example, Prince Hamlet is Queen Ger-
rudeds son.

B Make a list of inferences: things you think might be true. For example, what the characters are
feeling.

B Make a list of questions: things you want to know after reading this section.

B On your big piece of paper, draw an outline of a human figre to represent Hamlet. Around the
outside of it write down everything that has ¢
Use the lists you have written to help you.

B Reread the section from Act Bcene 2 again, this time imagining all the thgs that you think
Hamlet would secretly like to do or say.

B Inside your Hamlet outline, write down how Hamlet feels, both in your own words and using quo-
tations from Act 1 Scene 2.

EXENSION

B Visit the RSC &inlet Schools Broadcast @nd A with the actors from our 2016 production of
the playhere.

M Watch the section titwerdse 6tisamilsi snoftdhtelm &rsd snad
13.10-13.45).

B Watch the section titled, 6Do you acfg®ally fee


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vN7eIMTp3WM&list=PLolOYEpIfPsnrIJcakMkXoFrywyeCRML6&index=6&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vN7eIMTp3WM&list=PLolOYEpIfPsnrIJcakMkXoFrywyeCRML6&index=6&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vN7eIMTp3WM&list=PLolOYEpIfPsnrIJcakMkXoFrywyeCRML6&index=6&t=0s

B Imagine youare Hamlet in Act 1 Scene 2, just after all the other characters have left. Choose a
piece of music that you think suits that moment and listen to it. As you listen, write as if you are
Hamlet writing in his diary.



6 - HAAML E FIRSSSOLILOQUY

What exercisesio RSCactorsdo in rehearsalto explorea solil-
oquy?

WHATYOU NEED

B Some pieces of paper, or a notebook and something to write with.
B A computer with internet connection, ready to viliis page.
B A copy of Act 1 Scene 2 from Hamlet, to read either on the page or onscreen.

ACTIVITY

B Visit the langage analysis page on the RSC Learning Zohere.C|l i ck on ©6Anaah-ysi ng
guagebd. Read the instructions and wgnnieghoOt3he f i | |
seconds in).

M Find Hamletds soliloquy in Act 1 Scene 2 which
Read the whole speech aloud.

B Readthe speech aloud again. As you read aloud, stand up on the first full stop, sit dowrtlzanext
one and then continue standing up or sitting down every time you come to a full stop or question
mark. When you come to a comma, stamp your foot.

B Continue wathing the film of Paapa Essiedu performing this soliloquy and exploring the punctuation
of the speech (from 0.343.36).

WM Ask yourself: What have you found out about Haml

B Read the speech aloud again, this tinexaggerating the sounds in the words. Make the most of the
open vowel sounds, speakinthe consonant sounds as precisely as you can, and paying particular
attention to any repeated sounds.

B Continue watching the film to see Paapa exploring the speechhe same way (from 3.365.24).

B Ask yourself: How do the sounds in this speech help asihderstand how Hamlet is feeling? Make
notes.

B The speech is written in blank vers&hich is verse that doeghrhyme but stlluses iambic pentame-
ter. Look at the speech again. This time, just speak aloud the last word of evergevine.

B Continue wdching the rest of the film to see Paapa exploring the speech in the same way (from
5.24).

B Ask yourself: In this speech, which words come at the line endings which help us understand the
things concerning Hamlet? Make notes.

H Now you have done these exesgs, write a sentence which describes how this speech changes the
relationship between Haret and the audience.

EXTENSION


https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone/hamlet/language/analysis
https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone/hamlet/language/analysis

B If you have time, find another soliloquy from near the end of the play, and wdrfough it using

the same exercises that you hadene for this speech.
B Ask yourself: How do the punctuation, sounds and line endings of the later speech compare with
this one? How would you say Hamlet has been changed by the events of the play between the

two soliloquies, and write down your thoughts.



7/ - HAAML E TAANGUAGE

Whatis your analysisof Ha m|: frdtsoldoquy?

WHATYOU NEED

B Some pieces of paper, or a notebook angomething to write wit.
B A computer with internet connection, ready to vitliis page.
B A copy of Act 1 Scene 2 from Hamlet, to read either on the page or onscreen.

ACTIVITY
B Visit the language analysis page on the RSC Learning Zbeee. Watch thebeginning of the film
OExploring a soliloquyd, i n whsi cah sPReacatp a0 nE sosfi eHd
first soliloquy, from our 2016 production (from 0.0€L.30).
mMFind Hamletds soliloquy in Act 1 lieffleshrweuld2 whi ch
melt. d Read the whole speech al swmd/.s 16 0oddnde& ad
than O6sulliedd.

B On the same page of the Learning Zone, now follow the advice and watch the whole speech per-
formed by Jonathan Slinger in our 2B production.As k your sel f t hee@uest.
B Continue on the same page to fill in the grid and make your analysis of the speech. You can
print out your analysis once you have completed the grid.

EXTENSION

B If you have time, continue on the leguage analysis page on the RSC Learning Zdmere.
B Click on O6Whato eélosexpamre Hamletds | anguage?5d


https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone/hamlet/language/analysis
https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone/hamlet/language/analysis
https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone/hamlet/language/analysis

8 - OPHELIAAND POLONIUS

How do you interpretthe relationshipbetweenPoloniusand
Ophelia?

WHATYOU NEED

B Some peces of paper, or a notebook andgomething to write with.
B A computer with internet connection, ready to viliis page.
B A copy of Act 1 Scene 3 from Hamletptread either on the page or on yor screen.

ACTIVITY

B Visit the picture gallery of Ophelia on the RSC Learning Zdrere & click on te character of
Ophelia to see the images.

B Read the information about Ophelia. Ask yourself which of the images looks most like your idea
of Ophelia and why?

B Visit the picture gallery of Polonius on the RSGtreng Zonehere d click on the character of Po-
lonius to see the images.

B Read the information about Polonius. Ask yourself which of these images looks mostdike
idea of Polonius and why?

M ReadActlSene 3 of Haml et | from Poloniusd | ine,
end of the scene.

B Write a list of all the things Polonius calls Ophelia during this section, and all the things he tells
herto do. Looking at these things, can you reptsa them using your own wor@s

B Speak Opheliads |l ast | ine aloud. Try saying th
she has to break up with Hamlet. Now say the line as if Ophelia is resentful and wants to con-
tinue her relationship with Hamlet

B Stand up and make a statue of Ophelia as her father sees her. Then, another statue of how she
sees herself. How would you describe the relationship between Ophelia and her father?

B Visit this page on the RSC Learning Zohereand sel ect ©O6Pol onius and Oj
relationship.®& Work through the activities.

(@)
—

EXTENSION

B Imagine you are Ophelia at the end of Act 1 Scene 3. Write a blog post as if yoe &phelia,
describing how you feel about your father and his advice and why.


https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone/hamlet/character/relationships
https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone/hamlet/character/relationships
https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone/hamlet/staging/productions
https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone/hamlet/character/relationships

9 - WHEN HAMLETMEETSITHEGHOST
OF HISFATHER

How does meetingthe ghostof his dead fatheraffectHamlet?

WHATYOU NEED

B Some pieces of paper, or a notebook and something to write and draw with.
B A computer with internet connection, ready to vitliis page.

ACTIVITY
B Visit the language analysis page on the RSC Learnfilupmehereand sel ect O Anal ysi
ageryl/religious imagery?o.
B Readthe extract from Act 1 Scene 5.
Ml magine you are the Ghost. Read aloud all the

B The Ghost gives Hamlet all the details of who murdered him: where, how and what the conse-
guences are. Draw three pictures that show the murder in detail:doef during and after the
event.
B Label your pictures with words selected from t
B Ask yourself: In what ways does the language the Ghost uses affect Hamlet?
B On the same page of the Learning Zone, read the information about religious imagm this
scene.
M Ask yoursel f: How might Hamletds fhemPt h contrib

EXTENSION

B Watch the Qand A from the Hamlet Schools Broadcakere, in which Paapa Essidediscusses
why our 2016 RSC production was set in West Africa (from 15:06.28).

B Ask youself: What was it that lead the 2016 company to set the play in West Africa?

B Return to the language analysis page on the RSC Learning Zioeke. Fill out the religias im-
agery grid to analyse how the Ghost of Old Hamlet uses religious imagery and language to in-
fluence his son.


https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone/hamlet/language/analysis
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vN7eIMTp3WM&t=439s
https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone/hamlet/language/analysis
https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone/hamlet/language/analysis

10 - TO BEORNOT TO BE

What is the ethical dilemmathat Hamletfacesin the play?

WHATYOU NEED

B Some pieces of paper, and something to write and draw with.
B A computer with internet connection, ready to vitliis page.
B A copy of Act 3 Scene 1 from Hamlet, to read either on the page or onscreen.

ACTIVITY
B Hamlet has been visited by the Ghostofhs f at her , who has asked hi s
and most unnatur al murder . o Haml et mu s t deci de

ethical dilemma, which he wrestles with in the play.

B Imagine youare Hamlet. Take two pieces of paper angut them on opposite sides of the room.
On one piece write a list of all the reasons why Hamlet SHOULD NOT kill Claudius. On the
other piece, write a list of all the reasons why he SHOULD. Walk between the twaegiet pa-
per as you add to your ideas. Badn mind what Hamlet feels like doing, what he is expected to
do and what he believes he should do. If you have time, research how revenge was regarded in
1600, when Shakespeare first created the play, and use yoesearch to inform your thoughts.

H When you have written down all your ideas, walk between the two pieces of paper as if you are
Hamlet, reading aloud each reason. What does this tell you about how Hamlet might be feeling?

B Visit the language key scenes ga on the RSC Learning Zorigere. Work through the activities
on this page, making sure that you have understood the speech, read it aloud and looked at the
images showing Hamlet at this moment past RSC productions.

B Imagine you are Hamlet. Write a letter to you father, telling him how you feel.

EXTENSION

B If you were Hamlet and you were feeling like he is in this speech, where in the castle of Elsinore
would you go to be safe?

B Use whatever yowan find at home to build an imaginary safe place for Hamlet. Sit in that place
and, as if you are Hamlet, read aloud the letter you have written to your father.

B Read aloud the 6To beuaeHamlett t o bed speech as


https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone/hamlet/language/to-be-or-not-to-be
https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone/hamlet/language/to-be-or-not-to-be

11 - WHEN OPHELIABREAKRUPWITH
HAMLET

What exerciseslo RSCactorsdo in rehearsalto explorea duo-
logue?

WHATYOU NEED

B Some pieces of paper, andomething to write or draw with.
B A computer with internet connection, ready to viliis page.
B A copy of Act 3 Scene 1 from Hamlet, to read either on the page or ansen.

ACTIVITY
B Visit the language analysis page of the RSC Learning Zbeeeand c | i ck on O6Anal ys
and Opheliads relationshipo.
B Read the instructeegpsoandgwatdbotbguedl mrdédm ¢t h
onds in.

B Ophelia has been told to wait for Hamlet and pretends to read a book. He notices her as he is
coming to the end of the 6To be or not to bebo
B Readthefist few | ines of the duol ogue bet ween Ophe
my | ordd until Ophelia says, O0There my | ord?©o.

B Ask yourself the questionkdt all actors have to ask when tackling this scene: How long do you
think Hamlet and Ophelia have kawn one another? Have they grown up together at Elsinore, or
did they meet when they were teenagers? Hamlet has been away from Elsinore at University be-
fore the play starts. How long do you think has he been away? How might this have affected their

relatons hi p? Opheliads father Polonius has asked
that is? Hamlet is a prince, but Ophelia is not of royal blood. komight this fact affect their re-
lationship?

B | magine the O6r emembr anc e sghthave giventovOphelta.dDkcadean t h a't
one that you think he would consider the most special. Draw what you have imagined on a piece
of paper.

B Imagine you ae Ophelia. How would you give back that special remembrance? Imagine you are
Hamlet. How would you eact when Ophelia gives you that special remembrance?

M Continue watching the film 6exploring a duol og

B Click on 6Quédasrnrd omarsd twslcoynsursel f the question

EXTENSION


https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone/hamlet/language/analysis
https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone/hamlet/language/analysis

B On the same page (6Analysing Haml édarniagiZone,Op hel i
use your answers to the O6Questions to consider
logue by filling in the grid. You can print out your analysis once you have completed the grid.



12 - GETTHEETO A NUNNERY

How is Hamletaffectedby Ophelia breakingup with him?

WHATYOU NEED

B Some pieces of paper, or a notebook and something to write with.
B A computer with internet conneion, ready to visithis pageand watchthis clip
B A copy of Act3 Scenel from Hamlet, to read either on the page or onscreen.

ACTIVITY

B Visit the RSC LearrgrnzZone and open the page above on the Nunnery ScenRead the overview
andtheinstructons t o 06l ookd. Click O6Read the scene an

B Polonius and Claudius are watching from behind an arras. Ask yourself: Why does Hamlet sud-
denly ask Ophelia where her father is? What mi
might he feel if he realizes they are being watched?

B Imagine you are HamletRead all of his lines out loud, and physically hit your chest every time
you say something which you think would hurt Ophelia.

B Read Hamletds | ines ag &hanefud of dnotior. Trgto sumupthkes e wo r
emotion of these words in justre word, if you can Write them down until you have a list of all
the emotions Hamlet feels during this scene.

B Watch the film 6éplay scene in rehedhesna)lAsand pe
you watch, see if you can spot the emotions on your list.

M Ask yourself: How does Hamletds behaviour make
to take a specific side?

B Visit the Hamlet Schools Broadcast ghd A here (from 17.10-19.10) to hear Paapa Essideu in-
terpret what Hamlet goes through in this scene.

EXTENSION

B Go back to the script and | ook at ©6read and ex

B Readabud Opheliabds speech at the end of this sec

B Put the speech into your own words. Some bigthas been done for you, as an example.

B Imagine you are a friend of Ophelia. What questions would you have for her? Write them down.

B Now imagine that you areOphelia. Speak the speech as if you are explaining what has hap-
pened to your friend.

B Askyous el f : I f you were Opheliads friend, what w


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vN7eIMTp3WM&list=PLolOYEpIfPsnrIJcakMkXoFrywyeCRML6&index=5
https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone/hamlet/language/the-nunnery-scene
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vN7eIMTp3WM&list=PLolOYEpIfPsnrIJcakMkXoFrywyeCRML6&index=5

13 - AN ANTICDISPOSITION

|s Hamlet mentallyill or pretendingto be?

WHATYOU NEED

B Some pieces of paper, or a notebook angdomething to write or draw with.
B A computer with internet connection, ready play this clip.
B A copy of Acts 13 from Hamletto refer tq either on the page or onscreen.

ACTIVITY

Visit the Hamlet Schools Broadcast hd A here and watch from 13.4515.00, titled O6put
anantic disposition. o

B Hamlet pretends to be mad, to try and find out the truth.

B Go back to the Hamlet Schools Broadcast @nd A and watch from 10.36G11.30.

B Paapa Essideu believes that Hamlet is suffering from deep grief after thehdefhis father.

B Thinkabout the first three Acts of the play. Make a list of all the things that happen that could af-
fect Hamletds ment al healt h.

B Make a Ilist of all the things that other char a

B Make alist of all the thingghat Hamlet does.

B Make a list of everything that Hamlet says about his feelings or his state of mind.

M Take a fresh piece of paper and write Hamletds

Haml et 6ds mi nd, withwards or drawinfgroin yourtlistself yqu ahmlesomething
or someone is important to Hamlet, place it nearer their name. You can make this map as full
and colourful as you like.
B Think about how you would share your mind map with others. What have yaund out? What
conclusions do you draw?
B Record yourself presenting your mind map. Finish with a summary statement, that addresses the
guestion, O0ls Hamlet omdret?®&!l |y ill or pretendin

EXTENSION

B Design a costume f or iHoanndl eftori na hprso déuacnttiiocn doifs p
You could include personal props that Hamlet could use to make others believe he is mentally ill.
Think about the colours, textures, materials and imagery tiiati could use from contemporary
culture, and labe your design to include these ideas.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vN7eIMTp3WM&list=PLolOYEpIfPsnrIJcakMkXoFrywyeCRML6&index=5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vN7eIMTp3WM&list=PLolOYEpIfPsnrIJcakMkXoFrywyeCRML6&index=5

14 - OPHELIA

What drivesOphelia to madness?

WHATYOU NEED

B Some pieces of paper, or a notebook angdomething to write or draw with.
B A computerwith internet connection, ready to vighis page.
B A copy of Act 4 Scene 5 from Hamlet, to read either on the page anstreen

ACTIVITY

B Read Act 4 Scene 5 from the beginning of the s
messenger enters. On a big piece of paper, write three listhat others say about Ophelia, what
Ophelia says, and what she does.

B Atthe bottom of your paperwr i t e down the possible causes for
lines linking those causes to what you have found out from reading Act 4 Scene 5.

B Find the place in Act 4 Scene 5 when Opheliare nt er s . Read from there u
youseeth s, O God?2d

M Add to your I|lists, and | ink what you have writ
mind.

B Visit the RSC Learning Zoreere and select Opheia. Work through to fill in the grid.

EXTENSION

B Find the speech in Act 4 Scene 7 where Gertrude describes Oghélis deat h, whi ch b
6Ther e liosw agrwiws asl ant a brooko.

B Read the speech aloud. As you read, pick out the key words in each line and use gestures that
could go with those key words to make their meaning clear.

B Make a memorial for Ophelia. You ould draw, model, collage or use digitatechnology to cre-
ate your memori al. I nclude at | east three phra
tinue adding words from the rest of the play that you think are appropriate to remember Ophelia
with.


https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone/hamlet/character/analysis
https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone/hamlet/character/analysis

15 - ROSENCRANTAND GUILDEN-
STERN

What role do Rosencrantand Guildensternfulfill in the play?

WHATYOU NEED

B Some pieces of pape or a notebook and something to write with.
B A computer with internet connection, ready to viliis pageand play this clip.
B A copy of Hamlet Act 2 Scene 2, to read either on the page or onscreen.

ACTIVITY

Claudius and Gertrude send for Rosencrantz and Guildenstern to come to Elsinore.

Read Act 2 Scene 2 from the beginning until Rosencrantz and Guildenstern exeunt.

Ask yourself: Hows the relationship between Hamlet, Rosencrantz and Guildenstern described?

As children, how might they have spent time together?

Gertrude says that Hamlet has 6talked muchd of
if you are Hamlet, think ofan event that might have happened with Rosencrantz and Guilden-

stern and write a short account of it.

Read Rosencrantzdés |lines from the beginning of
the King and Queen. Read them aloud again, as if he isluetant to be there. Repeat this exer-

cise with Guildensternds first |ines.

Ask yourself: what motivates Rosencrantz and Guildenstern to come to Elsinore? Bear in mind this
may be different for each of them. What might be the penalty for them iftheyreflish e Ki ngd s
request?

Visitthis pageon the RSC Learning Zone. Read the information and then click to read and ex-

plore the scipt.

Deciding what the characters are trying to achieve is one of the ways in which the actors at the

RSC work out how to play a scene effectively. What do you think Hamlet is trying to achieve in
this scene? What is hissobdrjte wtei?v&vVhaWhats iGui Rads
tive? Write your ideas down.

Watch the film 6pl ay s ceanch Writd downpvieat ypuothinkntaenobjecd f r o
tives of the actors were in this version of the scene? Were they similar or different fromoyai

Visit the Hamlet Schools Broadcast Q andh®ere. Watch from1.001 . 50, titl ed 6 Why
crantz and Guildenstern in the plot?o

Ask yourselfWhat role do Rosencrantz and Guildenstern fulfill in the play?

EXTENSION


https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone/hamlet/language/hamlet-confronts-rosencrantz-and-guildenstern
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vN7eIMTp3WM&list=PLolOYEpIfPsnrIJcakMkXoFrywyeCRML6&index=5
https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone/hamlet/language/hamlet-confronts-rosencrantz-and-guildenstern
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vN7eIMTp3WM&list=PLolOYEpIfPsnrIJcakMkXoFrywyeCRML6&index=5

B Design and make Rosencrantz and Guildeest puppets. You can be ambitious as you like or
keep it simple. You could use modelling clay, for example, or simply wooden spoons faiths.

B Bring your puppets to I|Iife, by trying out some
play. As you animate your puppets and speak their lines, consider how Hamlet might feel about
his childhood friends acting as puppets of Claudius.



16 - THEPLAYWITHIN THEPLAY

What s the effectof the play within the play on the audience?

WHATYOU NEED

B A piece of note paper, or a notebook and something to writettv.
B A computer with internet connection, ready to viliis pageand playthis clip.
B A copy of Hamlet Act 3 scene 2o read either on the page or onscreen.

ACTIVITY

B Hamlet asks a group of visiting Players to Elsinore to perform a display called The Murder of
Gonzago.Hesy s, 6 The plays tdhhkr tthe ngowheirenane | &fl |t kT

B When the players enter, they first perform a short, silent version of the whole play. Read the stage
directions for this O60dumbshowd here:

Entera King and a Queen verylovingly; the Queen embracinghim, and he her. Shekneels,
and makesshow of protestationunto him. He takesher up, and declineshis head upon her
neck:layshim downupon a bank of flowers:she, seeinghim asleep,leaveshim. Anoncomes
in a fellow, takesoff his crown, kissesit, and pours poisonin the King's ears, and exit. The
Queen returns;finds the King dead, and makespassionateaction. The Poisoner,with some
two or three Mutes, comesin again, seemingto lamentwith her. The dead body is carried
away. The Poisonerwoos the Queen with gifts: she seemsloath and unwilling awhile, but in
the end acceptshislove.

B Write down any words from this description that you find interesting.
B Create your ownmbvsehroswidoo nusafngt meodéedus of t he chal
(you could make paper cubuts, model them from plasticine, or perhaps just use everyday
household objects), using your characters to tell the story.
B Read the stage directions aloud whilstyouactut your ©6dumbshowo.
B Find the place in Act 3 Sceened T2h owhgihct hs  sbtl aarctks, W
drugs fit.d® Read from there until the stage di
B Ask yourself: What does Claudius do in respon&ethe play? What is he thinking and feeling as
he rises and exits?
B Write down thosehoughts and feelings.
Visit the Hamlet Schools Broadcast Q andhfere and watch from 19.10-:19.30.
B Ask yourself: What is the effect of the playthin the play on Hamlet? What is the effect on the
audience watching the play?


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vN7eIMTp3WM&list=PLolOYEpIfPsnrIJcakMkXoFrywyeCRML6&index=5
https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone/hamlet/language/analysis
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vN7eIMTp3WM&list=PLolOYEpIfPsnrIJcakMkXoFrywyeCRML6&index=5

EXTENSION

B Visit the RSC Learning Zoere.Cl i ck on ©6anal ysilngctt hGepeamagremard

ageryo.
B Read the information about performance imagery and see if you can find examples in the play.
mIf you are feeling really ambitious,readtbeu coul d

stage directions whilst you move yoarodels or you could choose apiece of music to create
atmosphere. You could even create a stop motion version of your dumbshow.


https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone/hamlet/language/analysis

17 - CLA'U D ICOSHESSION

Why does Claudius murder his brother?

WHATYOU NEED

B Some pieces of paper, or a notebook and something to write with.
B A computer with internet connection, ready to viliis pageand playthis clip.

ACTIVITY
B Visit the RSC Learning Zorheere. Watch the film from the beginning to 0.41.
B Read the information about this key scene and
script.
B Readthespeechaloud, r om t he beginning to the | iné& 6may
fence?d Every time there is a question mark, n

B Watch the film from 0.422.02. Clarence Smith, who played Claudius is the RSC 2016 produc-
tiondescribs t he audience as a O6sounding boardd for
B Look at the paraphrase to make sure that you are confident with what the words mean. Go back
through the speech and imagine that Claudius is speaking directly to you. Speak aloud your an-
swers to the gestions that the character asks.
B Watch the film from 2.02to the end. How does Claudius come across in this version? Do you
have sympathy for him or not? Why? Note down our thoughts.
B Claudius says he murdered his bawmdhmy Queeddly
B An actor who plays Claudius must decide in detathat motivates him. Write lists of all the bene-
fits which you think Claudius gets from being king, realising his ambition and being married to
Gertrude. Which would you say is his most imgant motivator?
B Watch the Haml et Scho otheadtordfnon @id201% producon afthel A  wi
play here (from 4.15-5.10. and from 12.00-13.10).
B Ask yourself: Do you agree with the interpretation®f audi usd rel ationship w
Clarence talks about? How would you describe their relationship?
B Watch the Hamlet Schod43106 broadcast from 12.00
B Ask yourself: Do you agrewith the reasons that Clarence gives for why Claudius murders his
brother? What would you say are his reasons?

EXTENSION

B Visit the RSC Learning Zone character analysisphgeeand cl i ck on &éinterrog
B Read the information, research the suggested scereed fill in the grid to analyse why Claudius
murders his brother.


https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone/hamlet/language/claudius-confession
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vN7eIMTp3WM&list=PLolOYEpIfPsnrIJcakMkXoFrywyeCRML6&index=5
https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone/hamlet/character/analysis
https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone/hamlet/language/claudius-confession
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vN7eIMTp3WM&list=PLolOYEpIfPsnrIJcakMkXoFrywyeCRML6&index=5

18 - WHEN HAMLETCONFRONTS
GERTRUDE

How might you stagethe closetscenein performance?

WHATYOU NEED

B A large piece of papera notebook, and something to write or draw with.
B A computer with internet connection, ready tasit this page.
B A copy of Act 3 Scene 4 from Hamlet, to read eithen the page or onscreen.

ACTIVITY

B Visittheb| anguage analRSELearGingZengeee.Cdri ctkheong 6 Ahaimg s o
and select O6theme ofher eMe@omsgedd.sc@lniec Akcdn 36 rSead ¢

B Read the extract from this key scene.

B Ask yourself: What happens to make Gertrude as
den?

B Bring the sene to life by creating a 3D map. Using a large piece phper, draw a floor map of
Ger t r ud edinsludethe@trantce into the room, any furniture that might be in the room,
and where Polonius is hidden. Decide where the audience would be sittmgxperience the
scene.

B Use counters, plastic figures areate your own models to represent the characters. Read the ex-
tract again, and as you read, experiment with where everyone might move and interact with each
other. What staging choices might you rka to create the most dramatic closet scene?

B Readthewhbe of Act 3 Scene 4. Later in the scene
him. Gertrude cannot see the Ghost, but Hamlet and the audience can.

B Using your 3D map, experiment with where the Gét appears, how Hamlet and Gertrude might
re-act, and howthe audience will understand that Gertrude cannot see the Ghost?

M Make directords notes on how you might stage t

EXTENSION

B Visit the RSC Learning Zodwre.Cl i ck on O6Anal ysibnd etmee md s & eavred
B Read the information, research the suggested scenes, and fill in the grid to analyse the theme of
mortality in Act 3 Scene 4.


https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone/hamlet/language/analysis
https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone/hamlet/language/analysis
https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone/hamlet/language/analysis

19 - THEDEATHS

WHATYOU NEED

B Pieces of paper, a notebook, and something to write or draw with.
B A computer with internet connection, ready to viliis page.
B A copy of Act 5 Scene 2 from Hamlet, to read either on the page or onscreen.

ACTIVITY

B Visit the RSC Learning Zorere. Click on Act 5 Scene 2 to read the summary tfe scene and
what we learn.
B Find the phce in Act 5 Scene 2 where the King, Queen and all the state enter. Read from there
unt i | Horatiobds | ine 6And flights of angel s si
B Write a list of everything that happens in that section of $eene in the order that it happens.
B Imagine you are a lord who is a witness to this scene, and you have been asked to give a state-
ment to the police about the deaths. Write a statement describing the deaths as you saw them.
B Ask yourself: Who bears respeibility for the deaths? Write a list @very character who you
think bears some responsibility, and note why. Who does Shakespeare want us to sympathise
with? Add your thoughts to your notes for each character.

EXTENSION

B Choreograph your own version of the deaths as if you were a stageffidjhector. It might help to
draw the stage as a floor plan and create models to represent the characters and move them
around. Use the lines from the text in Act 5 Scene 2 to work otnene your fight moves happen.

B Once you know the shape of your fightlesign a storyboard for a comic book or graphic novel.
Use as many panels or frames in your storyboard as you need to show the whole sequence
youdve created.



