MUSIC NOTES

Notes

MAKING MUSIC FOR MACBETH
		
		
		
		
		

To help you in creating music for your performances of
Macbeth we have worked with composer Chris Warner
to develop an original score using three different ‘themes’.
In these notes, you can find his top tips and advice, as well
as some simple sheet music to help you get started.

		

What are the three Themes?

		
		
		
		
		
		

Inspired by themes in the play, Chris has created three
musical themes to help you create your own unique musical
score for Macbeth. These are called:
• Air Shadows
• The Divine Right of Kings
• The Serpent Beneath

		
		

Each of these themes is made up of three different parts –
a melody, a rhythm, and a drone.

We have provided audio tracks for all these different parts on the RSC site, where you can download them
to any device. You can use these tracks so you can hear it and learn by ear and Chris has also written the
melody out in simple sheet music which you can photocopy from this pack.
Using the audio tracks and sheet music, there are lots of opportunities for cast members and teachers of all
musical abilities to get involved by playing instruments, percussion or simply use voices in your performance
to create one or all of these themes.
What will you find in the Demo tracks?
Melody Demo Track & Sheet Music
The ‘Melody Demo’ is not a finished piece of music, but simply a play-through of the theme to introduce the
basic tune and chords.
You will hear a variety of instruments playing in each ‘Melody Demo’, but these aren’t the necessarily the
instruments that must be used. Far from it! Have fun experimenting with the instruments that members of your
cast / staff can play, or that you have available. Alternatively, you could simply sing or hum the melody.
For each theme there is a single page music sheet where I have provided the ‘bare bones’ notation. The melody
for each theme is written out, together with a few chord symbols showing which harmonies could be used.
The melody is also written out in guitar tab which might be useful for musicians more familiar with this kind
of notation.
There are deliberately no instructions about which instruments to use, how fast or slow the music might be played,
how high or low, or how loud or quiet it could be. This is because you are free to take these ‘bare bones’ and
experiment with them, turning them into your own musical creation that works for your own performances.
Rhythm Demo Track
Again, this is not a finished piece of music but a play-through of some rhythms that might work well for each
theme. The great thing about rhythms is that they can be made using anything, from everyday household
objects, to drum kits – or even your body!
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Notes

Drone Track
This is a continuous texture of musical sound that has been designed to work with, or ‘fit’, each theme. At
the simplest level each ‘Drone’ track could be used on its own to create atmospheric musical underscore
forparticular dramatic moments in the play, or between scenes. However, you can create some really rich
musical soundscapes by using these drones as a base layer of sound over which the melody and rhythms can
be played live.
Putting it all together
Whether you read music or not, the ‘Melody Demo’ and ‘Rhythm Demo’ tracks are there to help you familiarise
yourself with and learn the basic musical building blocks for each theme (they are designed as learning aids,
rather than as tracks to be played in performance).
The ‘Drone’ tracks can be used in rehearsals to enhance the atmosphere for your actors or in performance as a
base layer over which instrumentalists, singers, percussionists and cast members perform.
These building blocks can each be used individually, all together, or in any combination you like. Experiment
with different combinations, instruments, voices and sound to create your own musical arrangements.
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AIR SHADOWS
by Chris Warner

Fact: The Air Shadows theme is like a peculiar dance in
five beats. Did you know that the pentagram has often
been associated with witchcraft?

Melody tip: Try creating your own sung version by fitting
some of the witches’ chants to the main theme and/or the
long notes.

Rhythm tip: Anything jangly (bottle tops, foil, keys) will
work well, as would short accented whispers, blown bottles
or even whirly tubes.

Some instruments such as clarinets, trumpets and
saxophones, will require a score that has been transposed
into the appropriate key. Scores in key of F, BH or EH are
available on request.
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THE DIVINE RIGHT OF KINGS
by Chris Warner

Fact: The melody for this theme is inspired by a sonnet
written by King James I called The Argument – if you search
for the poem online you’ll see the first five lines fit the tune.

Melody tip: Each phrase can be played on its own, or
several phrases could be played quickly like a fanfare.
String players might try using open strings.

Rhythm tip: Lots of people marching, stamping or clapping
in time can be great substitute for percussion instruments.

Some instruments such as clarinets, trumpets and
saxophones, will require a score that has been transposed
into the appropriate key. Scores in key of F, BH or EH are
available on request.
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THE SERPENT BENEATH
by Chris Warner

Fact: This theme is a bit like a mysterious, ominous waltz
as it has three beats in each bar.

Melody tip: Try repeating the main theme on low
instruments so it becomes what we call a ‘ground bass’.
String players might try using open strings.

Rhythm tip: Try making rasping noises by rubbing together
objects like sanding blocks, or even your hands!

Some instruments such as clarinets, trumpets and
saxophones, will require a score that has been transposed
into the appropriate key. Scores in key of F, BH or EH are
available on request.
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