
Playmaking Festival 2021 Design Challenge 

 

Playmaking Festival 2021 will be a collaborative celebration of all of the Shakespeare work, activities 
and performances that have been taking place across the Associate Schools Programme. Schools are 
invited to submit up to three minutes of performance material, which must demonstrate young 
people confidently speaking Shakespeare’s text from a play of their choice. This material will be held 
in an online performance space, within three zones. The zones are as follows (including the themes 
and ‘feel’ of each zone):  

 

1. Something wicked this way comes 
(horror, witchcraft, dark magic, supernatural, tyranny, power, evil, corruption, fate, tragedy) 
 

2. More strange than true 
(the surreal, fairies & folklore, make-believe, fantasy, trickery, deception, comedy) 
 

3. And now, let’s go hand in hand 
(family, friendship, community, love, future, progress, celebration, marriage, reconciliation, 
song & dance, brothers & sisters-in-arms) 

 

We would love to invite you to help us discover what these zones look and feel like, by contributing 
to a mood-board for this online performance space.  

A mood-board (or inspiration board) is a physical or digital collage of ideas that is commonly used in 
theatre design. Our mood board will be made up of photographs of the work that you send us and it 
will then help us all make design-choices for each zone of the Festival. 

Firstly, please choose one of the three zones and start by asking yourself questions such as: 

• What should this zone make me, or the audience, feel? 
• What atmosphere does this zone have? 
• What colours/palette may be most suitable to use for this zone? 
• What creative ideas come to mind when thinking about the design of this zone? 

Be as creative as you like, and please send us a photograph of your creation. You can respond in any 
visual way you like, including: 

• By doing a painting, drawing or sculpture  
• By taking a photograph of something (please do not include any people in your photograph) 
• By creating a costume design for a Shakespeare character  
• By creating a set design for a scene in a Shakespeare play  

Your teacher should send your photograph to us no later than Friday 21 May. 

We can’t wait to see what you create! 


