
Who is Guilty? Character Cards   
 
The Friar  
Evidence for the Prosecution  

• Conducted the marriage of  Romeo and Juliet in secret, knowing that 
they were from warring families who would never approve the match  
• Gave Juliet a potion to make her look dead to help her escape 
marriage to Paris  
• Wrote to Romeo to tell him of the plan and to arrange for him to take 
Juliet from the tomb. But the letter never arrives  
• On discovering Romeo and Paris dead in the tomb he fails to get Juliet 
to leave the tomb, abandoning her when a noise scares him.  Juliet then 
kills herself with Romeo’s dagger.  

  
The Friar  
Evidence for the Defence  

• He was trying to unite the two warring families through marriage  
• By helping Juliet escape marriage to Paris he was trying to prevent a 
bigamous match.   
• By giving Juliet the magic potion to make her look dead, he was trying 
to prevent Juliet from killing herself  
• He was trying to help the young lovers be together  
• He was brave enough to act outside the limitations of the feud  

  
The Nurse  
Evidence for the Prosecution  

• She helped Juliet to marry Romeo in secret despite knowing that he 
was the son of the Montagues, and an enemy to her family  
• She helped Romeo and Juliet to consummate their marriage (and thus 
make it a legally binding marriage) even though Romeo had that very 
day been banished for killing Juliet’s cousin Tybalt  
• She abandoned Juliet when her father threatened to throw her out of 
the house unless she marry Paris by agreeing with her father’s wishes.  

  
The Nurse  
Evidence for the Defence  

• She was like a mother to Juliet who did not get on with her parents  
• She was trying to help Juliet be happy  
• She was trying to stop Juliet being disowned by her father when he 
demanded that she marry Paris  

  
Lady Capulet  
Evidence for the Prosecution  

• She was not a very good mother to Juliet – she was very distanced and 
cold towards her  
• She would not listen to Juliet’s pleas to delay the marriage to Paris  
• The nurse was more of a mother figure towards Juliet than Lady 
Capulet  

  
Lady Capulet  
Evidence for the Defence  



• When she stood by her husband’s decision to make Juliet marry Paris 
she was  just doing what was expected of her in that society  
• She does not seem very happily married  
• It was quite normal for a noblewoman to have a servant  to help her 
bring up her children  

  
Lord Capulet  
Evidence for the Prosecution  

• He arranged a marriage to Paris for Juliet against her wishes  
• He threatened to throw her out of the house if she would not go ahead 
with this marriage  
• He is a bully in his treatment of Juliet  
• He continues the vendetta against the Montagues even after the 
Prince’s threats in the first scene  

  
Lord Capulet  
Evidence for the Defence  

• He wants Juliet to marry well and Paris is a good catch  
• He brings the arranged marriage forward to cheer up his wife and 
Juliet who appear distraught after Tybalt’s murder  
• He seems lenient towards his enemies children during the ball 
scene,  allowing Romeo and Mercutio to stay despite Tybalt’s warning to 
him that they were there – perhaps he is willing to let the vendetta die?  

  
Lord Montague  
Evidence for the Prosecution  

• He has continued the vendetta against the Capulets despite warnings 
from the Prince  
• He seems blind to the affect of the vendetta on the younger 
generation  
• He doesn’t understand his son Romeo and can’t communicate with 
him.  
• Despite asking for Benvolio’s help he doesn’t pursue the reason for 
Romeo’s melancholy or even notice that Romeo is happier after meeting 
Juliet.  

  
Lord Montague  
Evidence for the Defence  

• He has tried to understand his son, Romeo and enlisted his friend 
Benvolio to help him discover the route of Romeo’s melancholy  
• He genuinely seems to love his son  
• His family has been deeply affected by the vendetta – by the end of 
the play he has lost his son and his wife. He has first hand experience of 
the terrible consequences of continuing such a vendetta  

 


