
Resource E: The Fight (edited text) 

 

TYBALT  (enters with dagger, drawn) Romeo, thou art a villain. 

 

ROMEO Villain am I none; Therefore farewell. 

 

MERCUTIO  (Interrupting) Tybalt, you rat-catcher, will you walk? 

 

TYBALT  What wouldst thou have with me? 

 

MERCUTIO  Good king of cats, nothing but one of your nine lives.  

 

TYBALT  I am for you.     

 

ROMEO    Gentle Mercutio. 

 

Tybalt and Mercutio fight. 

 

ROMEO  Hold, Tybalt! Good Mercutio!  

 

Romeo tries to part them. Tybalt stabs Mercutio, drops the dagger and runs off. 

 

MERCUTIO A plague o’both the houses! I was hurt under your arm. 

 

ROMEO  I thought all for the best. 

 

Mercutio dies. Tybalt returns. 

 

BENVOLIO O Romeo, Romeo, brave Mercutio is dead! 

 

Romeo picks up the dagger. 

 

ROMEO Now, Tybalt, take the ‘villain ’back again! 

 

TYBALT  Thou, wretched boy 

 

They fight. Tybalt dies. 

 

BENVOLIO Romeo, away, begone! 

Stand not amazed: the Prince will doom thee death. 

 

ROMEO  O, I am fortune’s fool! (He flees) 

 


