Resource F: Character Profile

ROMEO "Tybalt, Mercutio, the prince expressly hath
Forbidden bandying in Verona streets”

Romeo lives in the middle of a violent feud between his family and the Capulets. He is a romantic soul who
does not like to fight but is willing to defend his friends. He tries to stop Tybalt and Mercutio fighting but

when Tybalt kills Mercutio, Romeo attacks Tybalt, killing him. Romeo is banished as a result.

What does Romeo think of fighting?

How does he feel about Mercutio’s
death?

How does he feel after killing Tybalt?

TYBALT “Romeo, the love | bear thee can afford
No better term than this: thou art a villain.”

Tybalt is Juliet's cousin and hates Romeo. He is very hotheaded and enjoys the fighting between the
Montagues and his family. He ignores Romeo’s call for peace and fights him but kills Mercutio instead.
Tybalt returns to the scene of the killing and is killed by Romeo.

What does Tybalt think of
fighting?

Why does Tybalt hate Romeo so much?

Why does Tybalt return to the scene after killing
Mercutio?

BENVOLIO “The day is hot, the Capulets abroad,
And if we meet, we shall not scape a brawl”

Benvolio is Romeo’s good friend. He wants to avoid fighting. He is cautious and careful (his name in Italian
means 'good will'). He is used as a go-between, taking messages to the other gang.

What does Benvolio think of fighting?

How does he feel seeing Mercutio die?

How does he feel seeing Romeo Kkilling Tybalt?




MERCUTIO “l am hurt.
A plague o’both the houses!”

Mercutio is a friend to Romeo. He is witty, funny and passionate. Unlike Romeo, Mercutio does not believe
in the idea of true love. He is loyal to Romeo and fights Tybalt on his behalf but is injured by Tybalt and
regrets fighting as he dies.

What does Mercutio think of
fighting?

Why does Mercutio fight Tybalt?

How does he feel when he realises he’s dying?




