
For years and years two of the most important families in Verona, the Capulets and 
the Montagues, have hated each other, with family members and servants 
repeatedly fighting in the streets. As the fighting increases, Prince Escalus, the ruler of 
Verona, makes an angry appearance, describing the two families as “Rebellious 
subjects, enemies to peace”. He tells them that   
 

If ever you disturb our streets again,  
Your lives shall pay the forfeit of the peace.  

 
Make me an image of the two warring families responding to Prince Escalus’ angry 
appearance.   
  
Meanwhile, Lord Capulet has been planning a huge party, with lots of partygoers 
disguised in masks. Romeo, a Montague, is therefore able to gatecrash the party, 
hidden behind his mask. There he sees Juliet, Capulet’s daughter. Not knowing they 
are each the only child of their family’s enemy they fall in love at first sight. Make me 
an image of Romeo and Juliet falling in love at first sight.   

  
Later that night Romeo secretly climbs into the Capulets’ garden, and Romeo and 
Juliet declare their love for each other. They agree to marry in secret. Make me an 
image of Romeo and Juliet agreeing to marry, but secretly.  

  
Not wasting any time, Romeo goes to see Friar Laurence, and asks the Friar to 
“consent to marry us today”. Friar Laurence agrees, mostly because he hopes that 
the marriage may “turn your households’ rancour to pure love”. Make me an image 
of Friar Laurence marrying Romeo and Juliet.   

  
Later that very same day, out in the heat of Verona’s streets, a fight is brewing. 
Benvolio (Romeo’s cousin) speaks to Mercutio (Romeo’s friend): “The day is hot, the 
Capulets abroad, And if we meet, we shall not scape a brawl”. Sure enough, Tybalt 
(Juliet’s cousin) arrives on the scene, shortly followed by Romeo, fresh from his secret 
wedding. Tybalt taunts Romeo, trying to get him to fight. Romeo tries to calm Tybalt. 
But Mercutio is up for a fight. Tybalt kills Mercutio just as Romeo is trying to part the 
two of them. Mercutio’s dying words are a curse: “A plague o-both your houses!”. 
Distraught by the death of his friend, Romeo starts fighting with Tybalt, and kills him. 
Benvolio tells Romeo to run away before he can be arrested. Make me an image of 
Romeo fleeing the scene with Mercutio and Tybalt lying dead on the ground.   

  
When the Prince arrives, the Capulets urge vengeance on Romeo for Tybalt’s death 
while the Montagues plead for mercy, arguing that Tybalt killed Mercutio in the first 
place. After consulting Benvolio, the Prince pronounces his sentence:  
 

And for that offence,   
Let Romeo hence in haste,  
Else, when he is found, that hour is his last.  

 
Make me an image of Prince Escalus giving out his sentence, overlooked by the 
Montague and Capulet families.  
  
Meanwhile, Juliet is waiting for her wedding night. The Nurse (who has brought Juliet 
up) rushes in and tells her of Tybalt’s death and Romeo’s banishment. Juliet is in 



torment: the man she loves, her husband, has killed her cousin, and is now banished. 
Seeing her distress, the Nurse agrees to find Romeo and bring him to Juliet so that he 
can “take his last farewell”. Make me an image of Juliet receiving the news from the 
Nurse about Tybalt and Romeo.   
  
Romeo has fled to Friar Laurence’s cell, where he learns that he’s been banished by 
Prince Escalus. He declares that he would have preferred death, as being banished 
from Juliet’s presence is “torture and not mercy”. The Nurse arrives and 
arrangements are made for Romeo to see Juliet that night. The Friar tells Romeo to 
go from Juliet’s house straight to exile in Mantua “till we can find a time To blaze your 
marriage, reconcile your friends, Beg pardon of thy Prince.” Romeo declares “my 
comfort is revived by this”. Make me an image of Friar Laurence comforting Romeo 
with the Nurse looking on.   

  
Romeo and Juliet have spent the night together. As dawn is breaking, Romeo has to 
leave, or risk death if he’s seen in Verona. They part, though Juliet is filled with 
foreboding:  
 

O God, I have an ill-divining soul!  
Methinks I see thee  
As one dead in the bottom of a tomb.  

 
Make me an image of Romeo and Juliet saying goodbye.  

  
But no sooner has Romeo gone than Lady Capulet enters Juliet’s bedroom with 
important news. Lord Capulet has agreed to the Count Paris’ request to marry Juliet, 
and the wedding will be in three days. Juliet refuses. Lord Capulet enters and is 
furious with Juliet:   
 

Hang thee, young baggage, disobedient wretch!   
I tell thee what: get thee to church o’Thursday,  
Or never after look me in the face.  

 
Make me an image of Lord Capulet, angry with his daughter, whilst Lady Capulet 
looks on.   
  
In despair, Juliet rushes to Friar Laurence’s cell to ask for his help.  The Friar comes up 
with a plan: Juliet is to go home and pretend to be happy at the prospect of 
marriage to Paris. Then, when she’s alone in her bedroom, she is to drink a special 
potion the Friar has given her. This will put her in a death-like coma – really just a 
deep sleep – for a day and a half. On the morning of her wedding, the Capulets will 
find her ‘dead’ and will have her taken to the family vault. In the meantime, Friar 
Laurence will send a letter to Mantua telling Romeo of the plan. Romeo will go to 
the Capulets’ family vault, find Juliet there, wait for her to awake, and then carry her 
away to Mantua. Juliet agrees to the plan:  
 

Give me, give me! O, tell not me of fear!  
Make me an image of the Friar giving Juliet the potion.  

  
Back at the Capulet household, Juliet carries out her plan and is found ‘dead’ on 
the morning of her wedding, to the distress of her Lord and Lady Capulet and the 
Nurse.   



 
Make an image of the grieving Capulets and Nurse looking on at Juliet’s dead 
body.  

  
However, Romeo never receives Friar Laurence’s letter. Instead, one of his old 
servants, Balthasar, travels to Mantua to tell Romeo the news Juliet is dead (as 
Balthasar believes) and has been placed in her family vault. Romeo is distraught. He 
acquires poison from an apothecary:  
 

Come, cordial and not poison, go with me  
To Juliet’s grave, for there must I use thee.  

 
Make me an image of Romeo taking the poison from the apothecary.   
Juliet is in the family tomb. Paris arrives, bringing flowers. He discovers Romeo and 
challenges him to a duel. They fight and Paris is killed: “O, I am slain!”  
 
Make me an image of Romeo killing Paris.   
 
Romeo goes to Juliet, then drinks the poison and dies. Juliet wakes, sees that Romeo 
is dead, seizes his dagger, and stabs herself. The two families, the Montagues and 
the Capulets, arrive at the vault and gather in united grief around the tomb. Prince 
Escalus has the final word.  
 

A glooming peace this morning with it brings,  
The sun, for sorrow, will not show his head.  
For never was a story of more woe  
Than this of Juliet and her Romeo.  

 
Make me an image of Romeo and Juliet lying dead, surrounded by their grieving 
families, with Prince Escalus looking on.   
 


