
The Empress in 10 Scenes (Live Movie Trailer) Resource  
 
1. A ship from India is about to dock at England. Rani, (a young Ayah) talks with her 

friend Hari, (a Lascar). Hari is mistreated by his Serang. Abdul Karim, Dadabhai 
Naoroji and Gandhi speak with Rani, they are excited about finally arriving in 
England. 
● They like to look down at us from a great height. Sometimes they can’t even 

see us. 
● A word of advice Miss Das – you should choose your friends more carefully in 

future. 
● Education is the only path to freedom. 

2.  Queen Victoria has been presented an unusual gift for her Jubilee Anniversary. 
It’s a young servant called Abdul Karim. Lady Sarah is extremely wary and unhappy 
with the situation. 

● English is one of several languages I am fluent in, Your Royal Highness. 
● We have already decided. He will attend us, behind our chair every morning 

as we take breakfast… Besides, look! His turban matches our egg cup. 
● There are issues of security and decency. 
● I want him to talk to me. 

3. Rani has been discharged by her employees from the voyage. With nowhere to 
go, Hari takes her to Lascar Sally’s. She is frightened by the lairy men and is terrified 
by a huge rat in the bedroom. After Hari gets drunk with the Lascars, Rani decides to 
run away.  

● Hari! Who is this pretty flower of a guest you have brought with you? 
● Did he offer to marry you too? 
● How could you bring me to this place...how could you think...? I want to go 

home. 
● RANI…She’ll get lost...she doesn’t know her way around...how will she...? 

4. Rani meets Georgina and is employed by Lord Oakham as an Ayah. Lord 
Oakham takes advantage of Rani.  

● Some of those English employers – morals of a ten- headed demon. After all – 
they’re a nation of slave runners. It’s in their blood.  

● You can not only survive but flourish! Make your own destiny. 
● My mistress always favours an Indian ayah. Says you people are more 

obedient, don’t mess around with men and that you are good with children. 
● You are so lovely. Let me look after you, care for you...I can make your life 

here with us very comfortable.  

5. Abdul and the Queen have made firm friends. Abdul is impatient to ask Queen 
Victoria when he will be promoted from servant to Munshi - the Queen’s teacher.  



● I am sorry to press the point but when will you...? 
● It shall be done. Go and write to your father in Agra and add that we wish to 

commission Von Angeli to do a portrait of you. 
● I am no longer a waiter. Please take my tray. 

6. Lord Oakham casts Rani out onto the street after she becomes pregnant with his 
child.  

● You promised to protect and care for me! 
● I promised you nothing. 
● You monster! You can have anything and still you take? 

7. Rani struggles whether to abandon her baby but luckily Firoza and Lascar Sally see 
her, and help her at her lowest moment. 

● Hari never came back for me...my master used me...I have no friends...I have 
been abandoned by everyone I ever met here. 

● He left a letter for you. I got it back at the house. Come on. Never thought I’d 
see you again. 

8. Hari is travelling all over the empire as a Lascar because Rani has taught him how 
to read, he enlists the other lascars to insist on the better treatment of the non-white 
sailors and he writes a list of demands to the Captain. Throughout his travels, he 
writes Rani letters.  Dadabhai Naoroji is visiting the newly opened home for Ayah’s 
where he sees Rani again. Rani asks to help Dadabhai with his campaign to get into 
parliament. 

● My mind still goes back to that night and how I let you down so badly. I 
wanted to help and instead, I was a weak man who acted dishonourably 
towards you. 

● We have to make demands and not allow ourselves to be treated like 
animals. 

● You are the inquisitive ayah! 
● I want to help you in your work - in any way I can.  

9.  Lady Sarah puts pressure on Queen Victoria after she insists Abdul Karim will travel 
with her as part of the Royal Household. 

● …the royal household have refused to go if your Munshi is attending. 
● This is your doing Lady Sarah? 
● …they will have no alternative but to declare you insane and therefore unfit 

for office. 

10. Dadabhai decides to return to India despite becoming the first Asian person to 
become a member of the British parliament. Hari and Rani are reunited and get 
married. Queen Victoria dies and Abdul is ordered to burn all his correspondence 
with her. 



● I believed in British fairness but actually it’s a myth. 
● Every night I thought of your happy, smiling face. 
● His Majesty says that he has no further use for your services. Have I made 

myself clear Mr Karim? 
● It will be good to see my home again. This is a strange, intoxicating island. 

 


