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ABOUT THIS PACK 

 

This pack supports the RSC’s 2018 First Encounter production of Julius Caesar, directed by Marieke Audsley. The production is 

part of our First Encounters with Shakespeare series. It is a 90 minute production which uses Shakespeare’s original language and 

invites audiences to participate in the story.  

 

The activities provided are specifically designed to support students attending the performance and watching Julius Caesar in 

schools and theatres as part of the tour. 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

ABOUT THE PRODUCTION 

 

As part of this production we invite your students to join our travelling company of actors and become citizens of  

ancient Rome, witnessing and taking part in a tale of friendship, power and betrayal. This production is the perfect 

introduction to Shakespeare for 7 – 13 year olds and – in this new version of Julius Caesar – our eight strong band of 

performers bring one of the most famous stories of the Roman Empire to life. 
 

If you are attending the production in a school or theatre you can download individual invitations for your students, inviting them to 

become citizens of Rome, at www.rsc.org.uk/first-encounters-julius-caesar where there is also more information about 

what to expect.  

 

 

SYNOPSIS 

 

A full synopsis of Julius Caesar can be found at:  

https://www.rsc.org.uk/julius-caesar/the-plot 

 

This Teacher Pack looks at some of the key themes in the play that connect to the First Encounters with Shakespeare Julius Caesar 

production. As well as exploring what it means to be a leader and a friend, these activities will help you to look at what it means to 

be a citizen of Rome.  

For activities that will help you introduce the plot and characters visit www.rsc.org.uk/julius-caesar/education  

 

These symbols are used throughout 
the pack: 
 

READ 
Notes from the production, 
background info or 
extracts 
 
ACTIVITY 
A practical or open space 
activity 
 
WRITE  
A classroom writing or 
discussion activity 
 
 
LINKS 
Useful web addresses and 
research tasks 
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LEADERSHIP 
 
Who has power is very important in Julius Caesar and it changes during the play. At the beginning of this play the 
leader, Caesar, comes back from a battle where he has won a huge victory and the citizens throw a party to celebrate.  
 
. 

WHAT DOES POWER MEAN?  

 

In the following activity students will be able to explore this tumultuous political atmosphere and also introduce the main characters 

and factions of the play.  

 

 Discuss with pupils what they think ‘power’ means. Who has it and what makes someone ‘powerful’? 

 Ask pupils to look at some of the images of leaders below, or from your own selection. What does their body 

language tell you about them? Can you work out what they are like? Do they seem like they have power and 

why? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Share the following images of celebrities/well known figures with pupils as well, or include more that they will 

be familiar with. Do they seem powerful? Is there anything different about these images, in comparison to the 

leaders they’ve seen? Can a leader be a celebrity?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Thomas Jefferson, President of the United 
States. By Gilbert Stuart 

President Donald trump and Primeminister Theresa May, Official 
Whitehouse photo by Shealah Craighead. 

First Lady Michelle Obama. 
Photo by Joyce N. Boghosian 

Queen Elizabeth II. Photo by Bill 
Ingalls (NASA) 

Kim Kardashian. Photo by 
David Shankbone.  

Simon Cowell. Photo by Alison 
Martin 

Malala Yousefzai. Photo by Simon 
Davis/DFID. 

Cristiano Ronalso. Photo by Dagmara 
Gurdziel ©RealMadrid.pl 
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ACTIVITY 1: PEOPLE WITH POWER 

 
 Ask pupils to spread themselves out, finding a space to stand in the room.  

 Appoint one pupil to be a ‘celebrity’ and everyone else to be members of the public. Ask the celebrity to walk 

into the space and everyone else to react to them, both thinking about how they react to each other.  

 Reflect with students on what happened. What behaviour did they see? How did it feel to be the celebrity and 

how did it feel to be everyone else? Do they think they would have behaved the same if they had been the only 

person who saw the celebrity? Did being part of a large group change their behaviour? 

 Invite four other pupils to become the celebrity’s entourage. Explain that one way celebrities or famous people 

protect themselves from feeling threatened by large groups is to have people with them at all times.  

 Allow the ‘celebrity’ and their entourage to walk into the space a second time, and encourage the rest of the 

group to react to them.  

 Reflect with pupils about whether the presence of the entourage changed how they behaved? How did the 

entourage behave? Ask them to think about why they moved the way they did and how they felt about the 

‘celebrity’ and the rest of the group? How did the ‘celebrity’ feel this time, in comparison? Which entrance did 

they prefer? 

 
 Organise pupils into pairs and ask them to label themselves A and B.  

 Ask them to create a still image or freeze frame of them meeting as if: 

o A is a King and B is a servant 

o A is a reporter and B is a celebrity 

o A is a poor Roman citizen and B is Caesar 

 Ask pupils to reflect on the images they create as they make them. Which pupil looks as though they have less 

status? How do they know?  

 Invite pupils to look at each others’ images. What do they notice about their body language? Can they see any 

of the same things they saw in the images of leaders? How do we show high status visually? 

 

CITIZENS 
 

The ordinary people of Rome, or citizens, might not have much power as individuals but they have a lot of power as a 
group. It’s the citizens of Rome that all the leaders and politicians need to keep on their side.  
 

 

ACTIVITY 2: WOULD YOU FOLLOW CAESAR? 

 
 Ask pupils to listen to the following statements about Julius Caesar and decide whether – if they were true - they 

would follow him: 

o He has just won a huge battle against Pompey, and it makes you feel proud to be a Roman and you 

think he’s impressive. 

o He has been your leader for years and the Roman Empire has never been so safe or wealthy.  

o He is meant to rule with the help of the men in the Senate, but he makes most decisions by himself now. 
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o He is choosing to fight expensive wars which means there’s less money for the poor people of Rome.   

 Explain that you are going to create a scale, from one side of the room to the other. One end represents YES 

and one end represents NO, but they can also move to the middle of the scale if they are undecided.  

 Invite them all to answer the question: would you follow Caesar? And to move to the place in the room that 

answers the question best. 

 Reflect with students on their choices. Which statements influenced them the most? Are there lots of differences of 

opinion and why?   

 

 

ACTIVITY 3: WELCOMING CAESAR HOME 

 

 Explain to students that when the play first opens the citizens of Rome are on holiday and are celebrating 

Caesar’s amazing victory against Pompey. They’ve all gathered to see him and to cheer for him on the streets. 
 Ask students to explain what they think of when they hear the word ‘holiday’. What does a ‘holiday’ mean to 

them. Explain that, in Rome, holidays were very rare and they were more like bank holidays – when people 

would have one day off and would not have to work. At the start of the play the citizens of Rome have decided 

to stop working, even though there isn’t an official holiday.   
 In Shakespeare’s play he opens with a scene that shows the ordinary people of Rome celebrating. Our 

production starts just after this scene and the following activity will help students to explore what has just 

happened.  

 

 Provide every student with one of the four lines in the Resource materials, which all come from the opening 

scene in the original play. These are all lines that are spoken by tradespeople and ordinary citizens. Explain that 

some of them are about what they do for jobs and some are about why they are out on the streets. 

 Go through the meaning of the lines with them, explaining what carpenters and cobblers do. 
 Ask each student to create an action to go with their line. This might be a simple movement or a gesture that they 

think goes with what they are saying. 
 Invite students to share the movements they have created as a whole group.  
 Reflect with students on what they think each of the lines means and any similarities or differences in their chosen 

actions and ask them to move into groups with all the other students who have the same lines as them 
 Select two students to play Flavius and Marullus. Explain to them that they are Roman Tribunes, responsible for 

political decisions in Rome and that the citizens of Rome have decided to take a holiday without permission, to 

celebrate Caesar’s victory.  
 Invite all the other groups to move around the room as quickly as they can, changing direction every time you 

clap. 
 Ask students to stop moving and introduce the idea that they are celebrating Caesar’s victory. Ask them to say 

their line as quietly as they can, and explain that you want them to remember that is number 1 on the volume 

scale. Ask them to then say it as loudly as they can and explain that is number 10 on the volume scale. Then, 

ask them to find number 5 on the volume scale before letting them move again – still changing direction every 

time you clap.  
 Ask students to keep saying their lines, but at the volume you indicate.  
 Provide the two students playing Flavius and Marullus with the following questions from the text: ‘what trade art 

thou?’ and ‘Why dost thou lead these men about the streets?’ Ask them to move into the space and ask as 
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many people as possible these questions. When the other students are questioned they should stop and use 

their line, and their movement, to respond.  
 After Flavius and Marullus have spoken to a few commoners ask students to stop. Reflect with them on how it felt 

to be stopped by the authorities and then let go. Do they think this is something that would happen a lot in 

Rome? How did it feel for the soldiers? Ask them to think about the answers they were given and the movements 

people used. What would they have asked next? Do they think Flavius and Marullus knew the people would 

be out on the streets celebrating before this happened? What volume level felt more celebratory to them, was it 

more effective at a quiet volume or a loud one? If the citizens were celebrating in hushed voices, how would 

that make the celebration feel? 
 Explain to students that in the production they won’t hear all these lines as we aren’t using the opening scene of 

the play, but we will be opening during the celebrations – so this means they know what has happened just 

before.  

 

 

FRIENDSHIP 

 

As well as being a play about leadership and the power of the people, this is a play about two friends. Brutus and 

Cassius are both politicians in Rome and have been friends for a long time. Together, they work to do what they think is 

right for Rome by bringing down Julius Caesar.  

 

 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE BEST FRIENDS? 

 

 

 Ask pupils to think about what it means to be best friends. Can they think of five things that makes someone a 

‘best friend’? 

 Reflect with pupils on what they have listed and what comes up the most often, creating a list together of what 

best friends are and what they do for each other? 

 Provide pupils with the list of character facts about the relationship between Brutus and Cassius and explain that 

these are things we know from the play.  

 Ask pupils to create a short timeline of their past together using the timeline in the Resource materials. How long 

have they known each other? How did they meet? Ask them to fill in these boxes and complete their history. This 

is something the actors also did in rehearsal, because the answers to these questions change how Brutus and 

Cassius talk to each other and how they behave together. Your answers might be very different to the answers 

the actors had – so we’ve also filled out a version for you with their own responses which you can share with 

pupils after they’ve done their own.  

 Listen to their ideas and allow pupils to share their individual timelines and answers. How do their characters 

know each other? 
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SUPERSTITION 

 
There are lots of superstitious elements to Julius Caesar. For example, there is a storm in the play which suggests bad 

things are going to happen and there is a prophecy in the play, from the Soothsayer, and a dream from Calphurnia, 

which makes her think something bad will happen to Caesar. Later, Brutus even sees a ghost and it’s important to 

remember that the Roman people didn’t just believe in the gods, they knew the gods existed.  

 

WHAT ARE OUR SUPERSITIONS? 

 

 Ask pupils to discuss in pairs what their superstitions are. Can they think of anything they think brings bad luck? 

Or what means something bad is going to happen? It might be there are things they have heard from family 

and friends and there might be things they believe, in their community.  

 Allow pupils the opportunity to share what these are. Do any of them believe in omens or signs bad things are 

going to happen? Do any of them believe dreams can foretell the future?  

 Invite pupils to look at the below list of superstitions and see if they can group them into modern superstitions 

and Roman superstitions. Are there any they recognise? 

o You shouldn’t walk under ladders 

o You should always cross the threshold of your house with your left foot 

o If you spill wine or oil it’s a sign of bad luck 

o If a black cat crosses your path it’s a sign of bad luck 

o You shouldn’t tell someone about a nightmare until after breakfast 

o If you see an owl it means something bad is going to happen 

o The number 13 is an unlucky number 

o If you break a mirror it will bring you seven years bad luck 

 

 Allow pupils some time to look at one of these superstitions and research the backstory surrounding it. How did 

people come to believe this superstition? Is there any truth to it? 
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RESOURCES 
 

WELCOMING CAESAR HOME 

 

 

 

Citizens Lines: 

 

 

 ‘Why, sir, a Carpenter’ 

 ‘I am but, as you would say, a cobbler’ 

 ‘We make holiday’ 

 ‘- to see Caesar, and rejoice in his triumph’ 

 

 

o You shouldn’t walk under ladders 

o You should always cross the threshold of your house with your left foot 
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WHAT ARE OUR SUPERSTITIONS? 

 

Roman or Modern 
 

 

If you spill wine or oil it’s a sign of bad luck (Roman) 

If a black cat crosses your path it’s a sign of bad luck (Modern) 

You shouldn’t tell someone about a nightmare until after breakfast (Roman) 

If you see an owl it means something bad is going to happen (Roman) 

The number 13 is an unlucky number (Modern) 

If you break a mirror it will bring you seven years bad luck (Modern) 

 


