
Resource A: [Character Information] 

PROSPERO 
He/Him 

‘Why, that’s my spirit!’ - Act 1, Scene 2 

• While Prospero was Duke of Milan, he became interested in 

magic.  

• Prospero was the Duke of Milan until his sister Antonio betrayed 

him, supported by Alonso.  

• He was cast out to sea in a small boat with his young daughter 

Miranda. 

• Prospero and Miranda landed on an island where the only other 

inhabitants are spirits (including Ariel) and someone called 

Caliban.  

• He uses magic on the island.  

• He has lived on the island for 12 years with his daughter Miranda, 

a spirit called Ariel and Caliban. 

• Prospero has enslaved Ariel and Caliban. 

Relationship to the Island: Arrived twelve years ago on a small boat with 
his daughter Miranda. Rules the island. 
 



 

 
 
  



MIRANDA  
She/Her 

‘Pray you, work not so hard’ - Act 3, Scene 1 

• Miranda is Prospero's daughter and his only child.  

• We are not told anything about her mother. 

• She was cast out to sea with her father when she was three years 

old. 

• Miranda and Ferdinand are drawn to each other as soon as they 

meet.  

• Miranda has grown up on the island.  

• She can’t remember ever seeing any other men besides her father 

and Caliban, until the shipwreck. 

Relationship to the Island: Arrived 12 years ago on a small boat with 
Prospero. Her father rules the island.  

 
  



ARIEL  
They/Them 

‘My liberty’ - Act 1, Scene 2 

• Ariel works with the other spirits on the island. They are all 

controlled by Prospero.  

• Ariel is magic.  

• Ariel has the power to create storms.  

• Ariel has been on this island for longer than any of the other 

characters in the play.  

• Prospero found them imprisoned in a tree where they had been left 

by a witch called Sycorax, who died before Prospero arrived.  

• In return for being freed from the tree, Ariel now serves Prospero 

and carries out his magical orders.  

• Prospero promises Ariel that if they do everything they are asked 

to, they will be set free.  

• Ariel wants their freedom.  

• Ariel is enslaved by Prospero.  

• Ariel is visible to anyone Ariel allows to see them, characters see 

Ariel in different forms. 

Relationship to the island: Ariel was trapped in a tree on the island for 12 
years. They have been on the island for longer than any other character. 
 



 
  



CALIBAN 
He/Him 

’Do not torment me: O!’ - Act 2, Scene 2 

• Caliban is human. 

• Sycorax, a witch, was abandoned on the island and gave birth to a 

son, Caliban. 

• Caliban lived on this island for his whole life with only the spirits for 

company until Prospero and Miranda arrive. 

• He helped Prospero and Miranda to survive on the island, showed 

them around and cared for them. 

• Caliban is enslaved by Prospero. 

• Caliban wants revenge on Prospero but is afraid of his magical 

powers. 

Relationship to island: Caliban’s mother Sycorax came to this island 
when pregnant with him and he has lived here for his whole life. His 
parents are not native to this island. 



 
  



FERDINAND  
He/Him 

‘Admired Miranda, indeed the top of admiration’ - Act 3, Scene 1 

• Ferdinand is the only son of Alonso, King of Naples.  

• When the ship seems to be breaking up in the tempest, he swims 

ashore.  

• He believes his mother drowned in the tempest.  

• He is loyal to his mother.  

• Miranda and Ferdinand are drawn to each other as soon as they 

meet.  

• Prospero uses his magical powers to enslave Ferdinand and 

forces him to carry logs. Ferdinand puts up with this so long as he 

can see Miranda. 

• Eventually, Prospero rewards Ferdinand’s loyalty by releasing him 

and agrees that Ferdinand and Miranda can marry. 

Relationship to the island: Ferdinand washes up alone on the island at 
the start of the play after the tempest. 



 
 

  



TRINCULO 
She/Her 

’Why what did I? I did nothing’ - Act 3, Scene 2 

• Trinculo is a jester and serves Alonso, King of Naples.  

• She swam ashore and was washed up alone on the island after 

the shipwreck. Looking for shelter, she ends up 

crawling underneath Caliban's cloak with him.  

• Her friend Stephano then discovers them and they meet Caliban.  

• Stephano is persuaded to kill Prospero, by Caliban, and Trinculo 

reluctantly follows along with their plot. 

• She feels left out when Caliban and Stephano join together.  

Relationship to the island: Trinculo washes up alone on the island at the 
start of the play after the tempest. 

 
  



STEPHANO 
He/Him 

’He shall taste of my bottle’ - Act 2, Scene 2 

• Stephano is butler to Alonso, Queen of Naples. 

• He washes up on the island alone clinging to a barrel of wine. He 

wanders around drunk until he meets up with his friend Trinculo, 

who is hiding under a cloak with Caliban. 

• Stephano shares his wine with Trinculo and Caliban. 

• Stephano agrees to kill Prospero, rule the island and become 

Caliban’s new master. 

• He enjoys the attention Caliban gives him. 

Relationship to the island: Stephano washes up alone on the island at 
the start of the play after the tempest. 

 
  



ALONSO 
She/Her 

‘Would I had never Married my daughter there: for, coming thence, My 
son is lost and — in my rate — she too.’ - Act 2, Scene 1 

• Alonso is the King of Naples. 

• As King of Naples, she has the highest status of the nobles. 

• Twelve years ago she helped Antonio to get rid of Prospero and 

take her brother’s place as Duke of Milan. 

• She has two children, a daughter called Claribel and a son, 

Ferdinand. 

• Her fleet of ships is returning to Naples from Tunis, where her 

daughter has married the King of Tunis but they are caught in a 

huge storm. 

• Travelling with her is her son Ferdinand, her brother Sebastian and 

other nobles. 

• Alonso arrives on the island with her brother Sebastian, Antonio 

and Gonzalo. 

• They are all washed up on the island after the storm, although 

Alonso thinks Ferdinand has drowned. 

Relationship to the island: Alonso washes up on the island with her 
brother Sebastian, Antonio and Gonzalo at the start of the play after the 
tempest. 



  



ANTONIO 
She/Her 

‘My brother’s servants Were then my fellows: now they are my men.’ - 
Act 2, Scene 1 

• Antonio is Prospero's younger sister. 

• Prospero trusted her to help rule the Dukedom of Milan but 

Antonio used this trust against her brother and secretly plotted with 

Alonso to overthrow Prospero and have him and Miranda removed 

from the city. 

• Antonio owes a debt to Alonso for her help and wants Sebastian to 

become King of Naples instead so that she can be released from 

that debt. 

Relationship to the island: Antonio washes up on the island with Alonso, 
Sebastian and Gonzalo at the start of the play after the tempest. 

 
  



GONZALO  
He/Him 

‘The air breathes upon us here most sweetly.’ - Act 2, Scene 1 

• Gonzalo is chief advisor to Alonso, King of Naples.  

• He made sure that supplies, clothing and books were put aboard 

the boat when Prospero and Miranda were cast out to sea twelve 

years ago.  

• He tries to keep Alonso positive as they search the island for 

Ferdinand  

• He is aware that Sebastian and Antonio make fun of him.  

Relationship to the island: Gonzalo washes up on the island with Alonso, 
Sebastian and Antonio at the start of the play after the tempest. 

 
  



SEBASTIAN  
He/Him 

‘I have no hope that he’s undrowned.’- Act 2, Scene 1 

• Sebastian is Alonso (King of Naples) brother. 

• Sebastian has an alliance with Antonio (Prospero’s sister). 

• With Antonio’s encouragement, they plot to kill King Alonso and 

Gonzalo. 

Relationship to the island: Sebastian washes up on the island with 
Alonso, Gonzalo and Antonio at the start of the play after the tempest. 

 
 
Notes on this resource: 
This character information is relative to this specific production (First 
Encounters: The Tempest 2025). The images are the design sketches, 
generously shared by Aldo Vazquez, the show’s set and costume 
designer. 

The genders of some of the characters have changed from the original 
play due to casting and creative choices. Although the characters’ 
pronouns have changed, titles such as ‘Duke’, ‘Sir’ and ‘King’ have been 
kept the same, regardless of gender.  



In this production, some of the actors are playing two roles: 
The roles of Caliban and Gonzalo are played by the same actor.  
The roles of Trinculo and Alonso are played by the same actor.  
The roles of Stephano and Sebastian are played by the same actor. 
 


