Resource E: [Caliban ‘This Island’s Mine’ Speech]

Context: This speech takes place early on in the play, in the first scene where
we see Caliban on stage with Prospero and Miranda. Caliban is speaking to
Prospero about how they met and how the ownership of the island and
treatment of him has changed.

Act 1, Scene 2

Caliban

This island’s mine by Sycorax my mother,

Which thou tak’st from me. When thou cam’st first,
Thou strok’st me and made much of me: wouldst give me
Water with berries in’t, and teach me how

To name the bigger light, and how the less,

That burn by day and night: and then | loved thee
And showed thee all the qualities o’th’isle,

The fresh springs, brine-pits, barren place and fertile.
Cursed be | that did so! All the charms

Of Sycorax — toads, beetles, bats — light on you!
For | am all the subjects that you have,

Which first was mine own king: and here you sty me
In this hard rock, whiles you do keep from me

The rest o’th’island.
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