
Resource L: [Director Aaron Parson’s Plot Points] 

1 

Prospero used to be Duke of Milan, but was more interested in 
studying magic. He gave a lot of responsibility to his sister Antonio, 
until finally she overthrew him with the help of Alonso, King of 
Naples. 

 

2 

Prospero escaped from Milan with the help of a trusty noble lord, 
Gonzalo, and was cast out to sea in a boat with his three-year-old 
daughter Miranda. They landed on a magical island which they 
claimed as their home. 

 

3 

Alonso is on a ship sailing near to the island. She is with her son 
Ferdinand, her brother Sebastian and Prospero’s sister Antonio. 
Prospero knows this and uses Ariel, a spirit he has enslaved, to 
use magic to create a sea storm. 

 

4 

Miranda watches the storm and the ship from the shore of the 
island and asks Prospero to calm the storm down. Prospero 
decides to tell Miranda how they came to be on the island. 
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5 

Prospero has asked Ariel to make sure all the people on the ship 
get washed up on the island, safely. They also make sure 
Ferdinand is separated from his mother Alonso. 

 

6 

Miranda and Ferdinand see each other and instantly are attracted 
to each other. Prospero pretends not to agree to them getting 
married straight away and tests Ferdinand's love, by enslaving him, 
and making him carry out heavy labour. 

 

7 

Alonso, her brother Sebastian, Antonio and Gonzalo, are 
wandering the island lost. Alonso fears her son Ferdinand is dead. 
The music of the island puts Alonso, and Gonzalo to sleep. Whilst 
sleeping Antonio suggests Sebastian kills Alonso, and takes her 
place as King. As they are about to do so, Ariel wakes them up, 
and they continue wandering the island. 

 

8 

Two of Alonso’s court, Stephano and Trinculo, also get 
shipwrecked on the island. They meet Caliban, a resident from the 
island who Prospero has enslaved. Caliban hopes Stephano and 
Trinculo will help him kill Prospero. 
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9 

A magical banquet appears to Alonso, Antonio, Sebastian and 
Gonzalo, before they can eat Ariel appears to them as a harpy, and 
tells them they are being punished for how they treated Prospero. 

 

10 

Ariel finds Caliban, Stephano and Trinculo on the island. Other 
spirits transform into dogs chasing them for trying to harm 
Prospero. 

 

11 

Alonso in deep grief, is lead, by Ariel, to Prospero’s cell. Releasing 
them all from a spell Prospero reveals himself. Antonio becomes 
silent, but Alonso apologises to Prospero and makes him Duke of 
Milan again. 

 

12 

Prospero then reveals to Alonso that Ferdinand is still alive and is 
engaged to Miranda. Prospero also reveals that the ship is safe 
and ready to sail back to Naples. They go into his cell to spend the 
evening and catch up. 
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13 

Prospero frees Ariel for all the work they have done. 

 

14 

Trinculo, Stephano, and Caliban, finally have the dogs stop chasing 
them. 

Ariel reveals themselves, causing Trinculo and Stephano to run in 
the direction the nobles did. Caliban thinks he is going to be 
punished, but Ariel shows him they are free by beginning to remove 
their bindings. Caliban then does the same. 

 

 


