
Resource A: Messages From a Doomed Ship 
 
Message 1: 
 
• The Old King Hamlet is dead and has been buried at sea. 
• Hamlet has boarded the ship to be told that his father is dead and his mother, Gertrude is now 

married to his uncle, Claudius, who is now king.  
 
 CLAUDIUS We pray you throw to earth  
   This unprevailing woe, and think of us 
   As of a father 
 
• The kingdom has become unstable due to these events and there are rumours of an invasion by 

Fortinbras, a soldier from a neighbouring state. 
 
 HAMLET All is not well: sit still my soul: foul deeds will rise, 
   Though all the earth o’erwhelm them, to men’s eyes. 
 
 
Message 2:  
 
• Strange sounds have been heard in the engine room. The crew are investigating a possible 

collision.  
• There have been ghosty sightings at night. Some say it is Old Hamlet seeking revenge for his 

murder.  
 
  GHOST The serpent that did sting thy father’s life  
    Now wears his crown. 
 
• Hamlet is behaving strangely. He has treated his girlfriend, Ophelia, badly and some say he is 

mad.  
 
  OPHELIA O, what a noble mind is here o’erthrown! 
   
  



Message 3: 
 
• Water has been seen dripping from the ship’s hull.  
• Meanwhile, more guests arrive, including Hamlet’s old friends, Rosencrantz and Guildernstern.  
 
 HAMLET I have of late — but wherefore I know not  
   lost all my mirth 
 
• Hamlet has hired a travelling group of actors to re-enact the story of his father's murder in front 

of Claudius and Gertrude, in the hope that Claudius will confess.  
• During the performance, Claudius walked out in rage. 
  
 HAMLET  the play’s the thing 
    Wherein I’ll catch the conscience of the king. 
 
 
Message 4:  
 
• Hamlet has confronted his mother, Gertrude about why she married the man who killed her 

husband.  
 
 GERTRUDE  Thou turn’st mine eyes into my very soul,  
    And there I see such black and grainèd spots  
 
• During this meeting, Hamlet killed an eavesdropper who turned out to be the King's adviser, 

Polonius, father to both Ophelia and her brother, Laertes. 
• Claudius has had Hamlet arrested, hoping to persuade Laertes to kill him. 
  
 CLAUDIUS  The present death of Hamlet. Do it, England,  
    For like the hectic in my blood he rages 
    
  



 
Message 5: 
 
• Hamlet has escaped to kill Claudius but, having found him praying, could not bring himself do it.  
 
 HAMLET trip him, that his heels may kick at heaven,  
   And that his soul may be as damned and black  
   As hell, whereto it goes. 
 
• Ophelia, having been violently rejected by Hamlet, then heard of her father’s murder. 
• She has since lost her mind and drowned herself over the side of the ship.  
 
 OPHELIA They say the owl was a baker’s daughter.  
   Lord, we know what we are, but know not what we may be. 
 
 
 
Message 6:  
 
• Claudius has convinced Laertes to challenge Hamlet to a deadly fencing match.  
  
 CLAUDIUS  And for his death no wind of blame shall breathe, 
      But even his mother shall uncharge the practice 
      And call it accident. 
 
• As a back-up plan, Claudius had poisoned a glass of wine which he intended to offer to Hamlet. 

It was Gertrude, however, who drank from the glass and died.  
• Abandon ship! 
 
 GERTRUDE   No, no, the drink, the drink — O my dear Hamlet  
    The drink, the drink! I am poisoned. 
  
  



 
Message 7: 
 
• During the duel, Hamlet was wounded by Laertes, who had poisoned the tip of his sword.  
 
  HAMLET The point envenomed too! 
    Then, venom, to thy work. 
 
• The weapons were switched in the fight and Hamlet wounded Laertes with the poisoned sword.  
• Before dying, Laertes realised that Claudius manipulated him and forgave Hamlet.  
 
 LAERTES  Lo, here I lie,  
    Never to rise again. The king, the king’s to blame. 
 
 
Message 8: 
 
• Hamlet finally avenged his father’s murder by forcing Claudius to drink the remaining poisoned 

wine.  
 
 HAMLET Here, thou incestuous, murd’rous, damnèd Dane,  
   Drink off this potion. Follow my mother. 
 
 
• With his dying breath, Hamlet asked his friend Horatio to tell his story accurately. 
• The ship is sinking! The ship is sinking! 
 
  HAMLET I die, Horatio: 
    The potent poison quite o’er-crows my spirit. 
    The rest is silence. 


