
 

 

 
 

THINK… SET & COSTUME DESIGN 

Both Set and Costume Designers are involved in a production from a very early stage. They are tasked 

with creating a visual language of the Director’s vision of a play; this will involve frequent meetings with 
not only the Director but also perhaps Lighting Designers, Production Managers as well as the 

Set/Costume Designer. The work involves researching periods, materials and themes and then devising 
costumes and sets that create that visual language, oh and all within budget as well. 

Working Environment 

The work of set designers and costume designers never really stops. A set designer works with models 

and sketches which need to be researched and built, normally within short timescales and to fixed 
budgets. A large proportion of a set designers work is on a freelance basis, so networking and creating 

opportunities for work can mean plenty of opportunity travel. Costume designers also tend to work on a 
freelance basis. Their work includes researching, sketching, sourcing and altering costumes. The hours for 

both roles tend to be long and can take over your personal life.  

Qualifications 

A Theatre Design degree will introduce you to a large number of theatre contacts and companies, so 

getting that first step in the door will be easier, especially as most theatre have experience with working 
with colleges and universities. A Theatre Design course at a Drama school, Art College or Art University 

will cover creative and visionary skills but also will include practical skills such as communication and 
budgeting. 

Work Experience  

The Theatre Design industry is hugely competitive, so opportunities for employment without a qualification 
are not typical. Experience can be gathered from a range of areas though. Designing a friends party or 
working with a local theatre group are all ways of producing material for your portfolio. 
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