FRIENDS
NEWSLETTER JULY 2022
Dear Friends,
It was wonderful to see so many of you at our reception for Shakespeare’s Birthday and - as stated on the
cake - to wish ‘many happy returns to us all’.
On the Friday of the Birthday weekend, it was announced that
Gregory Doran would be stepping down as Artistic Director.
We wanted to thank him for his support and, on behalf of
all the Friends, we presented him with a painting that was
commissioned to depict all the Stratford theatres.
We were delighted to hear the news that our Best Friend,
Catherine Mallyon, was awarded a CBE in the Queen’s Birthday
Honours and we sent our congratulations to her for this well
deserved achievement.
We have some new events lined up to take us through the
Summer Season which we hope you can join us for. Please
book early to avoid disappointment. This will also help us in
our planning.
Enjoy,
Penny and Valerie - RSC Friends’ Co-ordinators

Arthur Hughes in Conversation
Stratford Methodist Church
Friday 29 July, 4pm

We are thrilled to announce that Arthur Hughes, who recently made his
RSC debut in Wars of the Roses and who is now continuing the history by
playing the lead in Richard III, has kindly agreed to speak to the Friends in
July. We are especially grateful that he agreed to accept, since he was still in
rehearsals for this most challenging of roles when our invitation was made.
Fans of The Archers will also know Arthur from his role as Ruairi Donovan
and will know that he has had quite a major storyline recently!
Booking opens on 11 July and closes on Wednesday 27 July

Coffee Afternoon

Riverside Cafe
Wednesday 10 August, 2.30-4pm
We invite you to join Valerie and Penny at the Riverside Cafe between
2.30pm and 4pm if anyone would like to come along for coffee and a
natter. No need to book.

Minnie Gale in Conversation

Stratford Methodist Church
Friday 2 September, 4pm
We have two dates for you in September, and Minnie Gale is our guest for
the first of them. Minnie is an Associate Artists of the RSC and is currently
playing Margaret in Richard III. Minnie has played many roles here including
Miranda, Ophelia, Celia and Juliet and has also appeared in many TV
programmes including Dr Who, Broadchurch and Oliver Twist. She has
supported the Friends in the past by attending events, but we have never until now – had her to speak to us, so we are especially pleased that she has
agreed to do so.
Booking opens on 11 July and closes on Wednesday 31st August

Bruce Alexander in Conversation
Stratford Methodist Church
Friday 30 September, 4pm

We were so very pleased to hear that Bruce Alexander is returning to Stratford
to play the King of France in the new production of All’s Well That Ends Well,
and even more pleased when he readily accepted our invitation to meet with us.
Bruce has appeared many times in RSC plays, including Measure for Measure,
The Duchess of Malfi and Twelfth Night and has an extensive list of credits in
other companies and on screen. Of course, many will remember his portrayal
of Superintendant Mullett in all 42 episodes of the TV series
A Touch of Frost.
Booking opens on the 11 July and closes on Wednesday 28 September

SAVE THE DATE

Please make a note of Thursday 22 December in your diaries – details to follow in the
next newsletter.

Tickets are £6 for Friends, £7 for Guests and £3 for under 18s and TikTok £10 Ticket holders.
Tickets can be booked online or by contacting the RSC Box Office on 01789 331111.
Penny Kirkwood
01242 581883

pj.kirkwood@btinternet.com

Valerie Thompson
01789 204381

valerie.thompson123@btinternet.com

Richard III and All’s Well That Ends Well are supported by Season Supporter Charles Holloway
The RSC Acting Companies are generously supported by The Gatsby Charitable Foundation and The Kovner Foundation
Patron Her Majesty The Queen
Chair of the Board Shriti Vadera
Artistic Director Emeritus Gregory Doran

President His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales
Deputy Chair Mark Thompson
Acting Artistic Director Erica Whyman OBE
Executive Director Catherine Mallyon

The work of the RSC is supported by the Culture Recovery Fund
Royal Shakespeare Company incorporated under Royal Charter. Registered charity No. 212481

