
Dear Friends,
In our first newsletter of 2026, we would like to wish you all the best for the coming year. We are pleased  
to announce that the RSC Friends will be supporting The Tempest this year. We are delighted to say that we  
have been able to contribute £12,000 to this production. The following message was received from Daniel  
and Tamara:

‘We wanted to send a heartfelt note of thanks for your continued support. We’re so pleased you have chosen  
to support The Tempest and that you share our excitement about welcoming Kenneth Branagh back on stage with  
Sir Richard Eyre directing – it’s sure to be a historic production. 

Thank you again for your generous support and all you do for the RSC; it is very much appreciated by us and 
everyone here at the RSC.’

Below are some highlights from our 2025 In Conversation events – we hope there will be many more brilliant 
moments in 2026.

Upcoming Friends’ Events
In Conversation: John Leader
Stratford Methodist Church  
Friday 6 February, 4pm

We hope you have been able to watch the heavily 
anticipated adaptation of The BFG, perhaps with your 
chiddlers, grandchiddlers or even great-grandchiddlers! 
We are delighted that the Big Friendly Giant himself,  
John Leader, has accepted our invitation to be our guest  
in February. John was previously in the Company in 2024  
for School for Scandal and The Merry Wives of Windsor.

Tickets £7 Friends/Patrons, £8 Guests, £3 under 25s
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Pictured above: Freema Agyeman, Nick Blood, Bertie Carvel, Scott Handy, Adrian Lester and Luke Norris. Photos taken by RSC Friends Photographer  
Felicity Howlett. Felicity is the only person authorised to take photos at our ‘In conversation’ events. We ask that audience members refrain from taking photographs.

In other good news, we are delighted that our ‘Best Friend’, David Mears, has agreed to continue in this role.  
We really appreciate David’s help, and it’s great to see him at our events.

You will notice that we have increased the ticket prices for our future ‘in conversation’ events. We hope that you 
will feel that this is still good value for money.

John Leader



BOOKING FOR THE ABOVE EVENTS WILL OPEN ON MONDAY 12 JANUARY 2026

TICKETS FOR THE ABOVE EVENTS CAN BE BOOKED BY CONTACTING  
THE RSC BOX OFFICE ON 01789 331111 OR  ONLINE BY CLICKING HERE

Penny Kirkwood
01242 581883
pj.kirkwood@btinternet.com

Valerie Thompson
01789 204381
valerie.thompson123@btinternet.com

The RSC Acting Companies are generously supported  
by The Gatsby Charitable Foundation

In Conversation: Jacqui O’Hanlon
Stratford Methodist Church  
Friday 6 March, 4pm
Jacqui is the RSC’s Director of Creative Learning and Engagement  
and Deputy Executive Director. She trained as an actor and started  
her career performing in theatres as well as touring adaptations  
of Shakespeare’s work to schools.

We are very pleased that she agreed to meet with us in March  
to tell us about her work. We know you will all appreciate her 
enthusiasm for this vital role in encouraging young people to get 
involved in theatre.

Jacqui was awarded the MBE in 2022 for services to the arts  
and stated ‘Arts learning really does matter. It unlocks potential  
that otherwise we don’t know we’ve got. The award is a great 
recognition of that.’

Tickets £7 Friends/Patrons, £8 Guests, £3 under 25s 

Reception for Shakespeare’s Birthday
Upper Circle Bar,  
Royal Shakespeare Theatre 
Saturday 25 April, 9.30 am
Friends and Patrons join together with other 
special guests for an hour of toasts, birthday 
cake and readings to celebrate Shakespeare’s 
Birthday, all before going into town to watch  
the procession. Wear a sprig of rosemary  
if you can and join us for this annual treat.

Tickets £10 Friends/Patrons, £12 Guests

Jacqui O’Hanlon
Photo by Nicola Young

Birthday Parade
Photo by Sam Allard – Fisher Studios
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