FRIENDS
NEWSLETTER  JuLY 2026

Dear Friends,

It was great to see a record number of Friends and
Patrons at our sell-out reception for Shakespeare's
Birthday in April, and what a joy to have such
wonderful weather for the whole weekend. Here
are some photos taken at the event.

We were saddened to hear that RSC Honorary
Associate Artist Michael Pennington passed away

in May. His last appearance at the RSC was in 2012
when he played John of Gaunt alongside David
Tennant in Gregory Doran's critically acclaimed
staging of Richard /l. During this run he was a guest
at one of our Friends events. When asked by a
member of the audience to perform John of Gaunt's
‘This is England’ speech he readily agreed, it was

a very special moment.

RSC Co-Artistic Ii)irect
Daniel Evans
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UPCOMING FRIENDS EVENTS

Below are our upcoming summer events.
As always, we recommend early booking to
avoid disappointment.

Please note that we have scheduled two events
for August and as such we may miss a month
later in the year.
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¥ In Conversation: Guy Henry
Friday 14 August, 4pm
Stratford Methodist Church

It's always nice to see old friends returning to the Company,
and even nicer when we can welcome them back to a
Friends event.

Guy Henry returned to the RSC this year as Stephano in
The Tempest and is currently playing Pishchik in The Cherry
Orchard. Guy's many television appearances include

a regular role in Holby City, Grantchester and the locally
filmed Shakespeare and Hathaway.

Tickets £7 Friends/Patrons, £8 Guests, £3 under 25s



In Conversation: Alfred Enoch

Friday 28 August, 4pm
Stratford Methodist Church

As well as renewing old friendships, we also enjoy making
new ones. We are delighted that Alfred will be joining us
in August, when he will be playing Trofimov in The Cherry
Orchard. Alfred made his RSC debut in 2024 playing the
lead role in Tamara Harvey's Pericles, before returning this

year to star in Henry V.

This was our first opportunity to invite him to meet with us
and we are delighted that he has accepted the invitation.

Tickets £7 Friends/Patrons, £8 Guests, £3 under 25s

Alfred Enoch

BOOKING FOR THE ABOVE EVENTS WILL OPEN ON MONDAY 27 JULY

TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE,
OR BY CALLING THE BOX OFFICE ON 01789 331111
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Coffee Afternoon

Monday 21 September, 2.30-4pm
Riverside Cafe

Join us for a hot drink and a chat in
September. There's no need to book this event,
just turn up, get a drink and join the noisiest
table in the cafe!

Penny Kirkwood
01242 581883
pj.kirkwood@btinternet.com
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