
 

The Dell 2020 Call for Performers 

 
The Dell is the RSC’s summer programme of free performances on our outdoor stage in the Avonbank 
Gardens, Stratford-upon-Avon.  The Dell showcases performances by student, community, and semi-
professional groups.  We are currently welcoming applications for the fourteenth season of this 
popular programme.   
 
We want the RSC to be a diverse and inclusive organisation, accessible, welcoming and truly 
representative of the population of the UK. We particularly encourage applications from acting 
companies whose members have previously been under-represented within The Dell programming 
 
What are we looking for? 
 
The Dell offers a great opportunity for groups to bring an already established piece of work or to create 
something new especially for the space.  The performances at The Dell are wonderfully diverse, some of 
the most successful performances so far have been creative, high energy, and accessible to people of all 
ages. We are looking for performances that are: 
 

• Written by or inspired by Shakespeare 

• Are suitable for an outdoor space. 

• Will appeal to and attract an ‘everyday’ audience member from international tourists to day 
trippers. 

• Are suitable for a family audience.   

• Are between 50 and 75 mins long. 

• Can be installed and struck on the same day. 
 
About the space 
 

• The Dell stage is in the picturesque setting of Avonbank Gardens next to the River Avon in the 
centre of Stratford Town.   

• It is an outside space that is open to the general public and performers should prepare 
themselves to deal with the noise from the local environment and passers-by. 

• A scale diagram of the stage can be found at  https://www.rsc.org.uk/events/the-dell  
 
Terms and Conditions 

• The Dell programme is free to perform at and free for audiences to watch.  Unfortunately, this 
means that there is no funding for companies to take part in The Dell. 

• The RSC is keen to offer support to the selected groups and we will provide publicity and 
marketing. 

• Performances must be between 50 and 75 minutes long, unless prior permission is given by the 
RSC. There is no interval. 

• No amplified sound can be used, including battery powered speakers; acoustic music is 
welcome. 

• Performing Groups will be required to have their own Public Liability Insurance and if your 
application is successful, we will request evidence of insurance from you. 

• Performing groups will be required to have their own Safeguarding Policies and will also be 
required to agree to the RSC Safeguarding Policy. 

• The RSC will always try to facilitate performances to go ahead.  However, please note that there 
is no wet weather contingency and if conditions are deemed to be hazardous the RSC will cancel 
the performance.  

 
 
 

https://www.rsc.org.uk/events/the-dell


Application Form Guidance 
 
Supporting information questions: 
We would like to know more about your company so please include a link to your webpage or social 
media.  If you are a new company and do not have these resources, please send us some additional 
information about your company. 
 
Please let us know if you have performed at The Dell before.  Please note that no one is guaranteed a 
place in the programme and we strongly advise that you do not make arrangements until we have 
confirmed the programme.  
 
Performance times are available on weekends throughout July and August.  There are up to two 
performance slots a day usually approx. midday and 3pm (exact time of each performance may vary).  
Groups may be offered the opportunity to perform on both Saturday and Sunday; however, this won’t 
always be possible. The more flexible you are regarding dates that you can perform the easier it is for us 
to include you in the final programme. 
 
 
About your production questions: 
Plays may either be written by Shakespeare or inspired by Shakespeare.   
 
It is not possible to present a full version of one of Shakespeare’s plays in the allocated 50-75 minutes 
and so it will be necessary to abridge your performance.   
 
It is not necessary to provide a detailed plot synopsis unless the production is based on original writing. 
 
We encourage you to use the application process as an opportunity to explain your creative 
interpretation and presentation of the play.  
 
We don’t expect you to know all the details at the point of application but try to give us an 
understanding of your vision for the piece and how you will achieve this. 
 
 
Access questions: 
We want the RSC to be an inclusive organisation and are keen to work with companies that share this 
ambition.  If your company is doing anything to increase accessibility within the company and/or for 
audiences, or have plans to explore this in the future, we would love to hear about it. 
 
Tick Box questions: 
More information about each of these statements is outlined in this Terms and Conditions section of 
this guidance document.  It is important to make sure that you understand and agree with these 
statements.  Failure to comply with these statements may result in the cancellation of your 
performance.     
 
Submissions are now open, please return your completed application form to thedell@rsc.org.uk by 
Monday 24 February 2020.    
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
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